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F RO M the conduct of the Diſſenters 
at the preſent time, their language, and 
the aſſociations into which they are 
forming in different parts of the king- 
dom, one would ſuppoſe that our con- 
ſtitution as much needed reformation, 

as that of France; and that, inſtead of | 
being, as they ſometimes cannot but 
allow themſelves, ** one of the beſt con- 
& ſtitutions in the world,” we are la- 
bouring under all the oppreſſions of the 
moſt arbitrary.government; and that it 
is now the criſis for us to emerge from 
B ſlavery 
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flavery and oppreſſion, and aſſert the 
rights of men. * 


No one, unacquainted with our conſti- 
tution, and a ſtranger to the object of 
their zeal, could ſuppoſe that we are in 
poſſeſſion of the liberty that our neigh- 
bours are contending for; and that our 
form of government is already fo perfect, 
as to be conſidered as a model for theirs: 
that the only ground for all this clamour 
and complaint, is the requiſition of a 
Teſt from thoſe who are admitted into 
offices of truſt, that they are friends to 
the preſent eſtabliſhment in church and 
ſtate ; and, as ſuch, may be entruſted with 
power, without the danger of their em- 
ploying that power to ſubvert the go- 
vernment, and involve their country in 
confuſion and ruin; and that that Teſt 
is 


: 


ST, 
is nothing more than their uniting in an 
ordinance above all others unexception- 
able, becauſe not of human; ' but divine 
appointment; and which might rather 
be conſidered as a teſt not ſufficiently 
diſcriminating to ſatisfy government that 
they are its friends, than a grievance of 
that magnitude to call for aſſociations, 
provincial and national, to obtain its 


repeal. 


It is ſomething remarkable, that the 
clamours and diſcontent of the Diſſenters 
ſhould increaſe in proportion to the libe- 
rality with which they are treated; and 
that they ſhould be more diſſatisfied and 
amore hoſtile to the eſtabliſhment at the 
preſent moment, than they have been at 
any period ſince the Reſtoration z when, 
by their own confeſſion, they enjoy 

8 B 2 « privileges 


| (4) 

ee privileges far ſuperior to what their 
« anceſtors enjoyed. Tt ſeems as if 
conceſſions only ſerved to ſtrengthen 
their claims; that the removal of one 
object of their complaint, operated to 
their louder demand in others ; and that 
they were determined to remain the dif- 
contented people that their forefathers 
were, of whom it was the obſervation 
of Queen Elizabeth, “that ſhe knew 
* yery well what would content the Ca- 
« tholics, but that ſhe never could know 

* what would content the Puritans.” 


It muſt ſtrike every one at all attentive 
to the meaſures that are going forward, 
that in all this apparatus of provincial 
and national affociationis, of delegates 

| from 
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Proteſtant Diſſenter's Catechiſm. 
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from counties to diſtricts, and from di- 
ſtricts to the national afſembly—of in- 
ſtructions to members of parliament 
to ſupport their application, and reſo- 
lutions to require from candidates at 
the general election, a declaration that 
they will do it there muſt be ſome- 
thing more intended than barely the 
tepeal of a teſt which does not at all 
affect the diſſenting Miniſters, who are 

moſt forward upon this occaſion, and is 
ſeldom found a bar to the ambition or 
the intereſt of the Lay Difſenters. It 
leads us to ſuſpect that, under the cloak 
of conſcience, ſome other motive may 
be concealed; and, under the pretext of 
liberty, chains may be preparing for thoſe 
who are at preſent perfectly free. | 


I confeſs 


(6) 


I confeſs I am not one who is caught 
by every fair profeſſion, or who can admit 
the ſincerity of every motive that appears 
to be virtuous and pure. I have often 
found, under the maſk of ſanctity, much 
deceit; and under the pretext of liberty, 
the moſt dangerous diſpoſitions and de- 
figns concealed. I am therefore led, when 
I hear them talking of their conſcienceg 
to conſider whether this be the real 
ground of their complaint; or whether, 
under the pretext of conſcience, power, | 
and worldly intereſt, and ambition, bo 
not the latent objects of their aim. 


It is not pleaſant to look back upon paſt 
injuries, or to call back the remembrance 
of ſufferings, which, as Chriſtians, it 
becomes us both to forget and to forgive: 
but it is very natural, upon the return of 
Fo | danger, 


1 
danger, to recollect and review the paſt: 
and in this caſe it is due to them, as well 


as to ourſelves, when the appeal is made 
to their paſt conduct for a proof ** that 
e their behaviour has been ever peaceable 
* and loyal,” 


They who, meaning well themſelves, 
ſuſpe& no lurking deſign in others, but 
from the loudneſs of their com plaints, 
and the violence of - their proceedings, 
might be inclined to believe that the 
Diſſenters of the preſent day have ſome 
ground for diſcontent, and that, if the 
object of their preſent application were 
obtained, all would be quiet and well, — 
will learn ſomething of their views, and 
have ſome apprehenſion of their own 
danger, if they will give themſelves the 
trouble to take a review of thoſe times 

10, 
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in which the loud clamour of reforma- 
tion effected the overthrow of the con- 
ſtitution both in church and ſtate, and 
their principles had full play to evince 
of what ſort they were. 


Reformation, liberty of conſcience, na- 
tural rights and liberties, were at that 
time the pretext, as they are at preſent. 
To be admitted into places of power, 
honour, and profit, was their aim; and 
the means were not very unlike thoſe 


which they are taking at this time to 
effect their end. 


That the cry of Reformation was then 
very ſtrong, we learn from the humour- 


ous Poct and Hiſtorian ef the times, 


„ When 


V3 
& When Tinkers bawl'd aloud to ſettle 
£ Church diſcipline for patching kettle, 
% No ſow-gelder did blow his horn 
& To geld a cat, but cry'd Reform ; 
cc The oyſter-women lock'd their fiſh up, 
| g « And trudg'd away to cry No Biſhop. 


* . * = * þ 


6 Inſtead of kitchen ſtuff, ſome cry, 
«  Goſpel-preaching Miniſtry ; 
cc And ſome for old ſuits, coats, or cloak, 
« No ſurplices, nor ſervice book, 
« A ſtrange harmonious inclination 
« Of all degrees to Reformation.” 
Heb. P. I. Cant. 2. 


But let us not take upon truſt what 
poets ſay; let us hear the Reformers 
themſelves. 


In a ſermon preached before the Com- 
mons, on their monthly faſt, in 1644, 
C one 


69 
one * of theſe zealous friends of Refor- 
mation ſays, ** The Lord doth abſolutely 
require the reformation of religion at 
e this time, both in doctrine, worſhip, 
« diſcipline and government in the 
% church. We -muſt out. with idols; 
not only thoſe in wood, ſtone, or 
« glaſs, that is in walls and windows; 

. * but theſe living idols, that are in pews, 
„ and in ſome pulpits: hey muft out. 
« I mean all idol ſhepherds and dumb 
« dogs.” And in his addreſs to the 
Commons, prefixed to the ſame ſermon, 
If you may not be permitted to do fo 
„much as Solomon or David, yet at 
, leaſt Jet us endeavour to play the Sam- 


40 we in this work. What is that? You 
66 ſhall 


— nadir. 


\ 


* Salvation in a Myſtery, by John Bond, B LL. 
preached March 27, or 


E 

« ſhall read it, Judges xvi, 29. My 
cc meaning is, Better for us, if we can- 
« not outlive Antichriſt, outlive Baby- 
« Jon and the enemies of Reformation, 
« tg adventure, as far as we are war- 
« ranted, ourſelves to death in the cauſe; 
« yea, let us take hold of the pillars of 
te the houſe of Dagon, of the temple 
* of Antichriſt, Rome, and Babylon— 
„ Better ſo, I ſay, than to live with the 
« eyes of our religion put out, and to 
« grind in the mill of ſlavery; for by 
* this means, the children that ſhall 
* come after us ſhall fit upon our tombs, 
« and fay that they had active parents, 
* which with their blood and carcaſſes 
did dreſs the ground for Reformation to 
” ſpring up after them.” | 


“The time is now,” faid another, 
* for bringing in more kingdoms from 
| C2 | e Satan 


( 12 ) 


« Satan to God, from Antichriſt to 
« Chriſt: What elſe make all the ſha- 
4 kings in all the kingdoms of the 
world, at this time? Study this time 
* of God, and work with Providence, 
t now you have a ſeaſon to help up 
„God's holy mountain.” And again, 
% This work of the Lord and his Chriſt 
* ſhall not go backward any more in the 
« whole: the great apoſtacy is paſt ; and 
* now kingdoms muſt be given to God, 
and Reformation by degrees ſhall be 
« finiſhed: oppoſition of the wicked ſhall 
*« be but ſtrong gales of wind, to drive it 
home the ſooner. God's word is ſure ; 
« Babel ſhall fall, and never riſe; and Zion 
« ſhall be raiſed, and never fall.” * 


So 
* Hughes, Faſt Sermon before the Commons, 
March 26, 1647. | 


e 

So confident were they of the favour- 
ableneſs of the times, and that they 
were carrying on the wor of 7he 
* Lord,” this glorious myſtery,” the 
* all-in-all of Reformation,” © one of the 
« greateſt works that mortal men had been 
* employed in theſe many | hundreds of 

* years. 'T | 


* ur times,” ſaid another of the Re- 
formers, ** are times of deliverances ; the 
e greateſt deliverances that, I think, the 
„Lord hath wrought ſince he brought 
* Iſrael out of Egypt; ſuch deliverances, 

« ag 


— * — 


* . * Dr, Price ſpeaks, I think, of the favourable- 


neſs of the preſent times to all exertions in the 
cauſe of liberty, 


+ Stephen Marſhall, Sermon before the Com- 
mons, December 30, 1746. 


(14) 
* as we ourſelves are like men in a 
« dream; ſuch deliverances, that there 
have been but few ſteps of ordinary 
Providence in them ; deliverances that 
tc have been the fruit of prayer, the fruit 
* of covenanting, the fruit of faſting ; 
© and in all theſe, the fruit of free grace, 
« wherein the Lord hath exceeded not 
only our faith, but our prayers; and 
% hath meaſured out to us all that he 
* hath done by the ſhekel of the ſanc- 
* tuary, his own ſhekel that is double of 


«© ours. 


But this glorious work, this holy my- 
ſtery, this divine and ſupernatural cauſe, 
was too hard a ſaying for common 
eos | « worldlings 


1 


— 4 A — 
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* Stephen Marſhall, Sermon before the Com- 
mons, December 30, 1746. 


( 15 ) 

« worldlings and carnal politicians.” 
« Thoſe ſhallow-beaded, narrow-hearted 
* carnaliſts were puzzled in this hard leſ- 
% ſon of a myſtery :—they were not ſo 

* much as A-B-Cedarians in the Lord's 
« archives, in his manuſcripts, in his 
* brachygraphy ;—I mean in the ſtrange 
« language of Reformation, and myſte- 
te rious Babyloniſh redemptions : they 
*« wanted both dictionaries and IN 
* in thoſe particulars. — 


There were, we ſee, even at that time, 
ſome eaſy, peace · loving people, who did 
not think quite ſo well of this glorious 


work, or perhaps did not, poor ſouls ! ſee 
the need of all this reformation ; but their 


blindneſs, and their unwillingneſs to be 
reformed, 


— 


— i 


* Bond's Sermon before the Commons, 1642, 


\ 
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reformed, haſtened then, as we are told 
it will at preſent, the work of Reforma- 


tion. 


„% The enemy, by projecting and 
« fighting againſt Reformation, hath 
e both haſtened and heightened it more 
* than ourſelves could perhaps would) 
* have done in that time.” —* The men 
« would not ſuffer us, if we would, 7 
te pare and clip prelacy no, they will 
have it plucked up rot and branch.” * 
= — The 


—C 


— ——_— 


* Bond's Sermon before the Commons. And 
Dr. Price, in one of his Sermons, ſays, ** The 
| ©« enemies of Reformation do not ſufficiently 
« confider . that, by oppoſing in enlightened 
« times, all attempts to remove ſuch ſhocking 
ce blemiſhes from our eſtabliſhed code of faith 
« and worſhip, they expoſe the Hierarchy to 
« particular danger of a ſudden and total over- 


* throw.” 
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* The work of Reformation ſtill goes 
* on: there do we get ground, as to per- 
hy fect a proteſtation into a covenant ; to 
« ripen. an impeachment into a root and 
&* branch ; and, in a, word, to ſettle ax 
« afſembly of Divines, as a general re- 
ners fire, to try all metals in the 
* Cburcb. 4 8 3 


1 Such was their zeal for Reformation, 
and their ſentiments of what the Lord had 
done, and was at that time doing for them. 
The commencement of the unhappy con- 
teſt between the King and Parliament, was 
conſidered as the epoch of their liberty. 
% Oh, let the 4th of January, 1641, be 
% unto you as the 5th of November, 
* 1605 !” was the language of one: T it 

| | D., was 


2 
— ws 


— —ů 


* Bond, Sermon before the Commons. 
+ Ibid. 8 


— 
— 


18 ) 
was called annus mirabilis 1641, by ano- 
ther:* * and fo it is,” ſaid a third, Þ 
% wonderful year of God's mercies to 
« England.” Indeed it is rather won- 
derful chat the anniverſary of: this day 


is not obſerved by the zealots of Refor- 


mation, to whom it would be left, with- 
out diſpute, as more peculiarly belong- 
ing than that of the Revolution, which 
they ſeem to conider, I know not why, 
as the occafion of Joy and exultation only 


to o themſelves 585 In the one, we come | 
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* William Crompton, Paſtor of Lanceſton. - 
ot G. Hughes, Soria at the peace 
Crompton, 22 6h | 
1 Who with more Lad keep boly-day, © 
OL: * The wrong than others the right day.” 


5 Huw. Cant. I. ; 


„ Which (the Revolution), for more than 2 


« century, it has been uſual for the friends of 
4 freedom, 


in for our ſhare of thankſgiving and ad- 
vantage; in the other, the benefits and 
praiſes were entirely their own. 

| D 2 Liberty 
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« freedom, and more eſpecially Proteſtant Diſ- 
© ſenters, under the title of the Revolution So- 
ci ciety, to celebrate, with expreſſions of joy and 
« exultation.”—Dr. Price's Sermon. But have 
not the friends of the eſtabliſhment equal cauſe 
for joy and exultation; and have they not always 
expreſſed it, not in convivial ſongs and feſtive en- 
tertainments, but in a ſolemn a& of thankſgiving 
to the Almighty, for bringing his Majeſty 
„ King William, on this day, for the deliver- 
« ance of pur Church and Nation from Popiſh 
ce tyranny, and arbitrary power ;”” as on the 
29th of May, “for the wonderful deliver- 
& ance of theſe kingdoms from the great rebel- 
&« lion, and all the miſeries and oppreſſions con- 
« ſequent thereupon, under which they had ſo 
„long groaned; and for reſtoring the public 
« and free profeſſion of religion and worſhip, 


together with our former peace and proſpe- 
as > © 


629 
Liberty f conſeience was the cry at 
that time, as it is at preſent: © all error,” 


Laid one of them, «js now chriſtened and 
called conſcience, tender cunſcience. 


The Devil,” ſaid the Preſbyterians 
of the dectaries (who thought they had as 
good a right as the Preſbyterians, to make 
uſe of this plea), for ſome thouſands 
*« of years had not found out this engine, 
1 nor made uſe of it to ſupport his king- 
« dom. We ſhall never read of it in 
e the Old Teſtament; but upon the 

« coming of Chriſt in the fleſh, that 
the lying oracles were diſſolved, the 
«© Devil then beſtirred himſelf, and ſet 
= pretended liberty of conſcience a-foot, 
« after the OI of ſome thouſands 

« of 


—_— — — — — — — 


Edwards, Gangræna, Part III. p. 235. 


219) 
te of years in the world, as the moſt likely 
* means to recover and ſtrengthen his 
60 kingdom; and hath ever ſince, from 
< time to time, made uſe of this engine, 
* eſpecially in times of Reformation, and 
* places where there is a caſting out; 
* uſing this pretence of liberty of con- 
< ſcience as a means, either to keep his 
* own poſſeſſion, or, being caſt out, to 
* enter in again. x | 


The SeQtaries hypocriſy,” faith he 
in another place, appears by their 
«« pretending a bare liberty only peace- 
* ably and quietly to enjoy their own 
« conſciences, and that without any of- 


« fence or moleſtation to others. 


* 


* Gangrzna, Part I. p. 60. 
+ Ibid, Part III. p. 240. 


( 22 ) 


The liberty of the ſubjeft was, too, a 
favourite plea. e 


„The Sectaries, ſaith the ſame zea 
lous Preſbyterian, have pretended tb 
* liberty of the fubjef?, the public liber- 
* ties of the kingdom bit they bave 
« much held out; and this | they have 
«« fought for, they lay, and not religion: 
and this is much ſpoken. of in all their 
eee 


In divers pamphlets, and ſome ſer- 
« mons, declaring againſt monarchy and 
* ariſtecracy ; and for democracy, they 
* have expreſſed themſclves in ſuch a 
manner, that they make it no other 
% than an anarchy; making all alike, 


© Con- 


O97 1 -_ 


* Gangrena, Part III. p. 240. 


(23) 

« confounding: of all ranks and orders, 
«reducing all to Adam's time and cumdi- 
t nion, and devolving: all power upon the 
«ſtate univerſal and promiſcuous mul. 
* titude,” whom! they make. the creatòr 
and deſtroyer of kings; par liaments, 
and all magiſtrates, at their mere plea» 
ſure, without tyiĩng them to any rule, 
* * nme ws.“ «. 
40 instead o« Pr ** the — 
L and cuſtoms of the nation, the Secta- 
tries talk and plead for natural rights 
can liberties, ſuch as men have from 
% Adam by birth; — for natural 
* primitive rights.” 1 And be remarks 

upon 


* Grangrzna, Preface to Part III. 
| 
+ Ibid, — 
I Gangrzna, Part III. P. 217. 


Re 
: 
| 
; 


(4) 


upon this inſolent, outrageous cars 


<< riage,” as he calls it, ** of many Seo- 
r taries, that, if it be well conſidered; | 
« it will be found treaſon in the higheſt 
ferm, not only againſt the king, but 
te the kingdom too; as my Lord Coke 
c ſpake in the caſe of the Gunpowder 
* Traitors; they having plotted, endea · 
te youred, written many | books, done 
« many actions, to overthrow the fun- 
ee damental conſtitution and laws of bis 
« kingdom; and that, not by blowing-up 
one parliament, but by their gunpow- 


9 der ſpirits labouring to deſtroy all par- 


ec Hiaments, in their conſtitution of three 
« eſtates; over. 7 ”* | 


: « Monarchy and ariſtocracy, both king 


«and mag have been cried down” in 


46 * 


— 3 ” 2 


— 


* Gaggrena, Part III. 221). | 


25 


« many books, ſpeeches, yea, in ſermons, 
« of the Sectaries: and for democracy, 
« though in divers pamphlets they ſeem 
4 to contend for that, as in oppoſition to 
« all kingly and lordly government; yet, 
in pleading for it, they have laid down 
s ſuch pofitions as are not conſiſtent with 
any government at all, but what neceſ- 
1 farily would bring any commonwealth 
the moſt popular, into a chaos and 
* confuſion: and, had they any reaſon 


* or wiſdom, they could not but ſee the 


«« weakneſs of their own principles, and 
the dreadful conſequences that muſt 


* neceſſarily follow thereupon: —in a 
% word, nothing pleaſes them; not the 
10 government, noi any part of it; not 
« the laws: their deſign is, to have all 
te pulled down, to have a total change 
. * made; that, being abraſa. tabula, they 
E « might 


| 
| 


* fairs, they ſtand for. 


( 26 ) 
« might write in it what they pleaſed, 
*« and might come to have the new-model- 
* ling of the church and commonwealth.”'* 


To be admitted into places of power 


and emolument, was then, as well as 
8 now, their claim. The greateſt thing 


in the City remonſtrance, that the 
« Sectaries are offended at, is that about 
« places of public truſt :—they take that 


«© moſt heinouſly, that Sectaries ſhould 
„not have places of honour, profit, and 


* power. . A toleration, and liberty 


* of conſcience, contents them not; but a 


* liberty of offices, and @ power of great 
* places, both in civil and military af- 


And 


— — 


—_ 


” 


* Gangrena, Part III. p. 262. 
+- Part III. P · 180. 


(27) 
And that the means they took to effect 
their ends, were not unlike the preſent, 
one extract more will be ſufficient to 
evince. | | 


e They have been, and are, poluprag- 
te matical, indefatigably active, ſtirring, 
c reſtleſs night and day, in city, country, 
e in all places having their agents to do 
t their work, and promote their cauſe: 
* their eyes are intent upon every thing 
* that may make for them or againſt 
ee them; and they have a hand in every 
thing: they are men of a hundred eyes 
* and hands, out- acting and out-working 
all the Preſbyterians; they deal with 
4e this man, to take him off, and work 
« with another, to qualify him: they have 
« oof moſt of the weekly writers of news, 
« to plead their cauſe, commend their per- 

E 2 « ſons, 


( 28 ) 


« ſons, cry up their attias; they have 
« ſent emiſſaries to ſeveral countries to 
_ « preach, carry letters, deal with per fons 
e for chooſing of burgeſſes in Parliament, 
« for their way. 


The ſtrong reſemblance between the 
reforming ſpirit and the language and 
profeſſions of that time and the preſent, 
cannot but ſtrike the reader very forcibly, 
and lead him to recolle& what the con- 
ſequence of all this reformation and li- 
berty of conſcience was, when, under the. 


| fame pretext of oppoling hrerarchical ty- 


ranny and aſſerting the rights of men, the 
conſtitution in church and ſtate was over- 
turned, the monarch was murdered by his. 
ſubjects, prelacy was not only ** c/ipped. 
« 2nd pared,” but entirely aboliſhed, and 
| they 


_ * Gangrzna, Part I. p. 61. 


(29) 
they had no longer any of the reſtraints 
of eccleſiaſtical power to check the pro- 
greſs of free enquiry, or deprive them of 
cir rights and liberties in their fulleſt 


nt. 


"He hierarchy, to pull down the Bie- 
rarchy, was the object of their united zeal; 
and they were not unſucceſsful in the at- 
tempt: they were able to effect the over 
throw of the conſtitution both in church 
and ſtate. But what was the "conſe- 
quence? Did it effect any change for the 
better, in the religion or the morals of the 
nation? Did they enjoy more liberty of 
conſcience, than they had enjoyed before? 
Did they, who were loud in their com- 
plaints of eccleſiaſtical oppreſſion, give 
that liberty to others, which they had 
contended for themſelves? or did they, 
when they had got the power they con- 


K 
tended for, prove more tyrannical them- 
ſelves? © | 


From the time of Conſtantine to the 

* the preſent, the doctrine of our Sa- 
4 yiour, we are told, has not had a fair 
trial in the world; * and that, when 
* eyery man has the liberty of expound- 
* ing the Scriptures, our underſtandings 
« will be gradually enlightened, and our 
errors reformed.” ＋ | 


Now, if we have not this liberty at 
preſent, which perhaps thoſe who are 
converſant with the writings of Dr. 
Prieſtley, will think we have—they muſt 
ave had it in its full perfection at that 
time, when the progreſs of free inquiry 
was not obſtructed by creeds or ſubſcrip- 
| | tions, | 


—_ 


** + ® Frieck © + Ibid. + 
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tions; when the pulpit and the preſs were 
no longer under the influence of prelates 
and prieſts. But was the effect what 
Dr. Prieſtley ſuppoſes it would be, if 
theſe creeds and ſubſcriptions, theſe pre- 
lates and prieſts, were removed? Were 
their underſtandings enlightened, their 
errors reformed ;. and did it produce that 
uniformity of opinion, that we are to ex- 
pect from the progreſs of free inquiry? 
So far from it, that ** there were as many 
c faiths abroad, as fancies.” | 


« Our times,” ſaid one of the prime 
miniſters of Reformation, are times of 
« errors, horrible errors! a new genera- 
6 tion of men are riſen up, and ſpread all 
the points of Arminianiſm, univerſal 
t redemption, apoſtacy from grace, man's 

free 
\ 


Lay - 
4 free will: multitudes of others cry 
« down the law, as not having any thing 
5 to do with God's people: others, de- 
«* nying that the Saints of God ſhould 
ever any more confeſs fin to God, in 
* prayer: others, queſtioning whether 
« there be any church or miniſtry, this 
1% day, upon the face of the earth; and 
«« whether there ſhall be, till new apoſtles 
« ariſe. Nay, beyond all theſe, many de- 
« nying the Lord Jeſus, that bought us 
*« with his blood, to be God, or the Holy 
« Ghoſt to be God; others denying the 
« Three Perſons in the Trinity, and con- 
« ſequently affirming that we, and all the 
*« Chriſtian world with us, do worſhip 
« idols inſtead of God. Theſe, and 
% abundance of ſuch horrid things as 
1 theſe, do ſpread and ſcatter like wild- 
ws 1 fire 


( 93 ) 


E fre every where, in all corners of the 
er land. * | 


« Tt is lamentable,” faid another, 
te what ſucceſs errors have had among 
« qurſelves, in theſe laſt three or four 
rc years of ecclefraſtical anarchy and con- 


8 fuſion,” ＋ 


« Were it poſſible for us, ſaid a 
member of the aſſembly, to weep 
* tears of blood, they could hardly 
* be poured out upon a more preſſing 
s occaſion, than to bewail the bleeding 
* condition of our ſtate, at this day, 
” through ſtate diviſions ; and of our 

F * church, 


"ET lt — 


— — . 


* Stephen Marſhall, Sermon before the Go 
ons, December 30, 1746. 


+ Heæreieomachia, p. 5. 


„ 

« church, through church diſſenſions. 
% Now, that the Lord hath ſtirred up 
te the hearts of many worthies, and af- 
b forded them an opportunity to /it as a 
« College of State Phyſicians, to adviſe of 
e the healing of the land, the iniquity 
o of our kingdom is greatly diſcovered: 
now church diviſions are by too many 
« fomented, inteſtine jealouſies main- 
* tained, and corrupt doctrines, as ſeeds 
of everlaſting diſſenſion and diviſion, 
« ſowed amongſt us. 


( Certainly, ſaid another, more 
% damnable doctrines, heręſies, and blaſ- 
0 pbemies, have been of late vented among 
* us, than in fourſeore years before: ſo 

* that 


— 


* Chambers, Faſt Sermon before the Com- 
mons, September 27, 1643. 


. 

« that we ſee in all theſe great changes 
oY, how the Devil hath beſtirred himſelf, 
% and what improvement he hath made of 
10 theſe times,”* *« Our Godt and all re- 
*« ligion is taking away, and how can we 
ebe filent and content? The Scrip- 
* tures are denied to be the word of 
* God, and blaſphemed. The doctrine 
* of the Trinity is called a tradition of 
© Rome, a fiction. The Godhead of 
« Chriſt is oppoſed ; and his human na- 
te ture is made to be defiled with origi- 
© nal fin, as well as other men's. The 
« Holy Ghoſt is ſcoffed at: the moral 
law is taken away; yea goſpel, mini- 
« ſtry, church, faith, ſacraments, ſinging 
* of pſalms, prayers, are overthrown, as 
* holding there are none on earth. 

F 2 We 


* Edwards, Gangræna, Part I, p. 68. 
+ Gangrena, Part I. p. 71. 
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e We have worſe things among us, 
continues this zealous Preſbyterian, who 
wrote three treatiſes upon the prevailing 
herefies and errors of the times, „than 
& ever were in all the Biſhops days: more 
corrupt doctrines, and unheard-of prac- 
« tices, than in eighty years before; 
i theſe monſters, of denying the Scrip- 
« tures to be the word of God; of de- 


_ © nying the Trinity, and the Divinity of 


* Chriſt; the immortality of the ſoul, 
« and the reſurrection of the body, Hell 
and Heaven. 


And, in another place, he ſays, 
Things are grown to a ſtrange paſs 
*« (though nothing now is ſtrange), and 
** every day they grow worſe and worſe; 

© 08 


y—_— — — — — 


* Gangræna, Part I. p. 74. 
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« and you can hardly conceive and ima- 

« pine them ſo bad as they are: no kind 

« of blaſphemy, berefy, diforder, confufon, 

&« but either is found among us, or coming 

* 71 upon us; for we, inſtead of a Refor- 

« mation, are grown from one extreme 

*« to another; fallen from Scylla to Cha- 

«« rybdis; from Popiſſi innovations, ſu- 

« perſtitions, and prelatical tyranny, to 

4 damnable herefies, horrid blaſphemies, * 
« libertiniſm, and fearful anarchy: our | 
4 eyils are not removed and cured, but 

« only changed; one diſeaſe and devil hath 

* left us, and another as bad is come in the 


4e room,” ® 


Again, * You have made a Reforma- 
5 tion; and bleſſed be God, who put it 
« into 


* . _— 


= 4 
o 


* Ep. Ded. to Gangræna. 
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. 
into your hearts, to do ſuch things: 
* but, with the Reformation, have we not 
* a deformation, and worſe things come 
* in upon us than ever we had before ? 
% — You have put down the book of 
Common Prayer; and there are many 
„ among us, have put down the Scrip- 
* tures, ſlighting, yea, blaſpheming them. 
% You have broken down images of the 
« Trinity, Chriſt, Virgin Mary, Apoſtles ; 


and we have thoſe who overthrow the 


« doctrine of the Trinitv, oppoſe the 
«« Divinity of Chriſt, ſpeak evil of the 
« Virgin Mary, flight the Apoſtles. Ton 
* have caſt out the biſhops and their officers ; 


and we have many that caſt down to 
«© the ground, all miniſters in all the re- 


s formed churches. You have caſt out 
* ceremonies in the Sacraments, as the 


4 croſs, m— at the Lord's Supper ; 


« and 


1 

te we have many caſt out the Sacraments, 
ih Baptiſm, and the Lord's Supper. You 
« have put down Saints days; and we 
t have many make nothing of the Lord's 
« days, and faſt days, You have taken 
„away the ſuperfluous, exceſſive main- 
e tenance of the Biſhops and Deans ; and 
« we have many take away, and cry 
e down, the neceſſary maintenance of the 
* miniſters. In the Biſhops days we 
had ſinging of pſalms taken away in 
*«« ſome places, conceived prayer, preach- 
« ing; and, in their room, anthems, 
*« ſtinted forms, and reading, brought in: 
* and now we have ſinging of pſalms 
« ſpoken againſt, and caſt out of ſome 
* churches; yea, all public prayer queſ- 
* tioned, and all miniſterial preaching 
denied. In the Biſhops times, Popiſh 
innovations were introduced, as bowing 

* at 


6% 
i at altars, &c. and now we have anoint · 
* ing the ſick with oil: then we had 
e biſhoping of children; now we have 
1 biſhoping of men and women, by 
* ſtrange laying-on of hands. In the 
„ Biſhops days, we had many unlearned 
* miniſters; and have we not now a 
company of Jeroboam's prieſts? In 
the Biſhops days, we had the fourth 
% command ment taken away; but now 
ce ove have all ten commandments at once, 
e by the Antinomians; yea, all faith and 
* the goſpel denied, as by the Seekers. 
« The worſt of the Prelates , in the midſt 
* of many Popiſh Arminian tenets, and 
© Popiſh innovations, held many ſound | 
. ** doFrines, and had many commendable 
« practices: but many of the Sects and 
* SeRtaries, in our days, deny all principles 
* of religion; are/enemies to all holy duties, 


46 order, 
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e order, learning; overthrowing all, being 
te vertiginoſs ſpiritus, whirligig ſpirits: 
© and the great opinion of an univerſal 
* toleration tends to the laying of all 
« waſte, and diſſolution of all religion 
* and good manners. 


From this antitheſis of their own be- 
tween former times and theirs, and the 
lamentable account they give, themſelves, 
of the diverſity of doctrines and errors 
with which the country was over-run, 
we have no great reaſon to expect that the 
cauſe of truth would be any great gainer, 
or the national religion be much mended, 
by again cafting out the Biſhops, and giving 
full ſcope to the ſame free inquiry, and 
the ſame zeal for Reformation. Truth, 

G however 


— 


* Gangrzna, Ep. Ded. 
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1 
however obſcured before, did not, in all 
this bleſſed period, break through the 
clouds with which it had been enveloped 


in the Biſhops days; and errors, however 


plentiful before, became ſtill more pro- 


Iific, when foſtered by ignorance and 


conceit. It was now, as the Satyriſt re- 
lates, that 


4 Religion ſpawa'd a various rout 


Of petulant capricious ſeQs, 


« The maggots of corrupted texts; 
© That firſt run all religion down, 
& And after every ſwarm, its own.“ 


Hup. 


It was not in doctrine, then, that the 
good effects of their reforming ſpirit were 
to be ſeen. What, let us ſee, were its 

effects upon the morals of the nation? 
Were they more virtuous, when they had 
; p got 
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got rid of epiſcopacy; and did they di- 
ſtinguiſh themſelves from the times of 
prelatic and prieſtly corruption, by the 
greater purity of their lives? 


Stephen Marſhall, in his Sermon before 
the Commons, from which I have already 
preſented the reader with ſome extracts, 
confeſſes that their times were times 
, moſt prodigious wickedneſs, horrible 
« abominations in men's manners. [I 
* am confident,” ſays he, ** never ſuch 
* abominable drunkenneſs, and general 
* looleneſs in that kind; never more 
*« univerſal liberty of whoring, inceſtu- 
e ous marriages, oppreſſions, cruelty, in- 
« juſtice, malice, revenge, and every 
thing that might fill a land&vith un- 
„ godlineſs. Since we or our forefathers 
« were born, never was there a greater 


G 2 * deluge 
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« deluge of wickedneſs than in theſe our 
te times. 


And Mr. Edwards, in his Gangrena, 
ſays he is perſuaded there never was a 
* more hypocritical, falſe, diſſembling, 
 * cunning generation in England: —they 
have covered all their practices and 
"9M deſigns, under the pretences of godli- 
« neſs, honeſty, ſaintſhip, purity of ordi- 
% nances, tenderneſs of conſcience, a per- 
ts fe thorough reformation, new glorious 
" truths ; giving to themſelves, and their 

party, the name of ſaints: and under 
« that covert they deſtroy all godlineſs, 
good conſcience, truth; are enemies to 
* all holy duties, ſtrict obſerving the 
. Lord's day, humiliation, &c. encou- 
rage, and ey and cry up for ſaints, 


« ſaints, 


—B — 


Sermon before the Commons, Dec. 30, 1746, 
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7 ſaints, ſons of Belial, and the vileſt of 
« men. They have pretended, and talked 
* of Reformation, but are all for a tolera- 
« tion, and a liberty for all their party to 

«« believe and live as they luſt.” * 


Another of their writers, ſpeaking of 
the general apoſtacy from godlineſs to 
open profaneneſs, ſince the unreſtrained 
inundation of their errors, accounts for it 
by faying, ** that time which might be 
*«« better employed in the examination of 
«© the conſcience, is laid out in the exa- 
* mination of opinions: all the care is 
taken up about the notions of the 
* brain, which ought to have been in- 
* tended to the bettering of the heart.” + 

Should 


* 1 


* Gangræna, Part III. p. 240. 
+ Hzreſcomachia, p. 15. 
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Should the Preſbyterians here remark 
that this was ſaid, not of them, but of 
the Sectaries, we muſt refer them to what 
the Royal Martyr ſaid of both. 


His ſentiments were theſe:— Did I 
« ſee any thing more of Chriſt, as to 
« meekneſs, juſtice, order, charity, and 
« loyalty, in thoſe that pretend to other 
e modes of government, I might ſuſpect 
% my judgement to be biaſſed and fore- 
« ſtalled with ſome prejudice and wan- 
1 tedneſs of opinion; but I have hitherto 
« {© much cauſe to ſuſpe& the contrary 
i the manners of many of thoſe men, 
that I cannot from them gain the leaſt 
*« reputation for their new ways of go- 
« yernment: nor can I find that in any 


e reformed churches (whoſe patterns ate 


6c ſo cried up and obtruded upon the 


* churches 


67 


r churches under my dominion), that 
« either learning or religion, works of 
* piety or charity, have ſo flouriſhed be- 
* yond what they have done in my king- 
ce doms (by God's bleſſing), which might 
* make me believe either Pre/bytery or 
* Independency have a more benign in- 
te fluence upon the church and men's 
“hearts and lives, than Epiſcopacy in its 
* right conſtitution.” * 


In doftrine, or in morals, nothing 
then was gained by this innovation, re- 
formation, or whatever elſe they wiſh it 
to be called; on the contrary, errors 
were multiplied, and a greater deluge, of 


wickedneſs than ever poured in upon the 
nation. 


n 
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Let us fee whether /iberty of conſerence, 
the great pretext for dethroning the mo- 


narch and reforming the conſtitution, 
was one of the fruits of their pious zeal. 


Such is the liberality and moderation 
of the eſtabliſhment at preſent, ſuch the 
unlimited toleration that every one en- 
| Joys, and yet fo loud their complaints 
that it is not enough, that the reader will 
expect to find it in much greater extent 
and perfection, when they had got rid of 
thoſe deadly foes the Biſhops, and had 
effected the glorious work of pulling 
down the church, which ſtood in the 
way of their liberty and rights. But did 
they, when they had effected this, and 
had got the power in their own hands, 


grant that liberty to one another, which 
they : each contended for themſelves ? 
| Were 


\ 
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Were they diſpoſed to tolerate what they 
called hereſy in others; that is, every 
opinion which differed from their own? 
And when they had it in their power to 
evince that theſe were their real ſenti- 
ments, did they allow . that every man 
* has a right to profeſs and . practiſe, 
« without moleſtation, or the loſs of any 
civil privilege, that mode of religious 
* faith and worſhip which he thinks 
t moſt acceptable to his Maker?“ * 


Very different was their language then. 
One of them, in his Sermon before the 
Commons, ſays, ** If none of theſe lies 
© muſt be in Heaven, it is man's duty 
© not to allow them on earth: if hereſies 
<< yet muſt be, let us mourn for what we 


H © cannot 


* FW 


0 Appendix to Dr. Price's Sermon, Nov. 4, 1790. 
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e cannot help. It is a miſerable neceſ- 
« ſity, when not allowed: it will be re- 
« joicing in iniquity, either for church 
* or ſtate wilfully to tolerate.“ * 


« You mf,” ſaid another to the fame 
aſſembly, ** you ought to covenant for 
te the whole kingdom, for time, place, 
* and maintenance of God's worſhip. 
« You have (as the great Sanhedrim of 
* the kingdom) power to judge of falfe 
ie worſhip. You may make uſe of the 
*« ſword, to drive out idolatry and evil 
*« worſhip; and accordingly may require 
all men in the kingdom to come to the 
« ſeveral pariſh churches of their abode; 
*« and require ſuch as you receive for the 
«« preachers of truth, to ſend able men 


*© to 


_* Hughes, Sermon before the Commons, 
May 26, 1647. 


— 
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* to ſupply the places, and that without 
any regard to the allowance of the 
«c people. 


« It is time, ſaid the ſame, . ſome 
* courſe were taken to brin g men to 
church, which independent principles 
* make ſcruple whether the magiſtrate 
% ought to do, unleſs they like their mi- 
© qniſter: and I could wiſh, before this 
e aſſembly were diflolyed, à clear and full 
* catechiſm were agreed on, ſhort and 
« pithy, that might be required of all 
© communicants in the kingdom, old 
* and young, high and low, and all cam- 
t pelled to it by your authority, that ſo 
e the ſame thing might be taught through 
* out the kingdom.” ＋ 

H 2 Another, 


+ Plea for Chriſtian Magiſtracy, 1646, 
+ Ibid, 
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- Another, in his zeal for reſtraining 
toleration, addreſſes the parliament to 
« ſuppreſs thoſe ſet private meetings, in 
* which Jeroboam's prieſts vent their 
*© myſtery of iniquity.”'* And farther, « ] 
„think I ſpeak the thoughts of all the 
ce podly miniſters in the land: they will 
« be ſo far from charging you with 
e harming prophets for puniſhing and 
* putting out theſe, that they will think 
* no action of youts will do them more 
s right than freeing them from ſuch 
« botches of that honourable calling. 
« /Thoſe 1 plead for, are the faithful, 
* orthodox, able, and conſcientious paſ- | 

« tors: uſe them well, as you love your- 
s ſelves and the kingdom, which, I am 
| „ confident, 


by 


_O 


w Great Intereſt of States and Kingdoms, by 
8. Ford. 1646. P- 14+ 
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«confident, (if they periſh from the 
* land) will not long ſurvive them.” * 


They were, at that time, no enemies 
to an eſtabliſhed miniſtry, nor to the 
payment of tithes for their ſupport, pro- 
vided that eſtabliſhment were their own, 
and the tithes did not go into the polluted 
hands of OE and . 


What makes a church a den of thieves ? 
„A Dean and Chapter, and lawn ſleeves. 
% And what would ſerve, if theſe were gone, 
To make it orthodox? Our own, 

| Hop, 


And the Poet hath» not in his merri- 

ment exceeded the truth; for though 

EA could not, when they had united in 
pulling 


* a * 


* Great Intereſt of States and Kingdoms, p. 25. 


1 
pulling down one, unite in building up 
another in its place, yet were they agreed 
that ſome eſtabliſhment there ſhould be. 


Vou will, faid. one, upon your 
* raſh and weak perſuaſion, hinder Preſ- 
« bytery all you can, the adminiſtration 
tc of the ſacraments in a Preſbyterial way. 
« May not the magiſtrate, upon ſtrong 
* perſuaſions, after ſerious debates by a 
_ © learned aſſembly, and ſcripture grounds, 
« ſatisfying their conſciences, enact by 4 
« law Preſbytery, and forbid Indepen- 
„„ | 


Provided it were their own, they had 
no objection to an eſtabliſhed church- 
nay, they allowed and contended for 

| . the 
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* Gangrena, Part III. p. 247. 
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the neceſſity that there ſhould be one. 


Whatever ſects are enemies to a regular 


* miniſtry, tis no wonder if they bring 
e themſelves, and the places where they 
% are, into ſuch turbulent and anti- ma- 
% o1/tratical practices. And truly, tis 
« no wonder to me, ſaid this advocate 
for an eſtabliſhment, ** when I conſider 
that the principles of their enmity to mi- 
* niſtry, will eafily be improved to an over- 
« throw of magiſtracy.''* _ 


And as to 7ithes, their language was, 
« Thoſe that would perſuade you that 
« public proviſion ought not to be made 
* for preaching the Goſpel, by tithes or 
* otherwiſe, would make all nations hea- 
«« thens and idolaters, not to have any 

A public 


* Great Intereſt of States and Kingdoms, p. 26. 
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* public intereſt in the Goſpel; thoſe 
« would have the State always to ſtand 
« at defiance with Religion. 


Even the Univerfities were to be borne 
with, when they were no longer under 
the direction of the Church, but con- 
ſtituted a part of their own. nn 


Hierarch 7. 


For, when young ſtudents can ſec 
« Galen and Juſtinian, the ſtudy of the 
% Law or Phyſic, can give them wealth 
* and honour, and the Miniſtry nothing 
« but beggary, it will be a great ſnare to 
« them: though the work of the mini- 


« ſtry be ee and hath abundant 
* reward 


— 


* Plea for Chriſtian Magiſtracy—Addreſs to 
the Lords and Commons prefixed, 1640. 


3 

t reward with God, yet, for want of 
* maintenance, the houſe of God will be 
& forſaken. Sint Maecenates, non deerunt 
% Marones. Men of parts muſt have en- 
«© couragement; and, in your proviſion 
* for them, forget not the ſchools of the 
& prophets, remember the Univerſities.” * 


— . ” 


Neither an Eſtabliſhment, Tithes, or Uni- 
ver/ities, were, in their own hands, ſuch 


terrible things that they were willing to 
part with them. 


But did they, while they enjoyed theſe 
envied advantages, allow to others the 
liberty of diſſenting from them? Hear 


what they ſay themſelves, | 
I Here 


—_—. 


* Stephen Marſhall, Sermon before the Com- 
mons, December 30, 1746. 
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8 Here are ſuch and ſuch men hold 
« all kind of errors, and vent them up 
« and down, and they ſay tis their con- 
« ſcience: would you have them ſuf- 
« fered to preach, write, and infect all 
« that come near them! 


*« You have covenanted, not only to root 
* out all error, hereſies, ſchiſm, pro- 
« faneneſs, &c. but to afliſt all chat do 
%o. Aſſiſt your miniſters, whoſe main 
« work it is. They have well led you 


* the way, by repreſenting the evils of 
« 7oleration. Second them in this.” + 


« Seek out and puniſh irregular aſſem- 
blies, and ſeditious preachers and prac- 
| «© tices, 


20 Gangræna, Part III. p. 248. 
+ Great Intereſt of States and Kingdoms, p. 33. 
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ec tices, and fear ok the bug-bear word of 


&« perſecuting ſaints, when they are out of 
« the way of ſaints.” * 


This I defire, above all, may ſtick 
« with you, that if the Lord hath given 

e you power, he hath not given you liberty 

6 70 forbear ſuch men.” ＋ | 


% You have,” ſaid another zealous ad- 
vocate for an eſtabliſhment of his own, - 
« moſt noble Senators! done worthily 
« againſt Papiſts, Prelates, and ſcanda- 
* lous Miniſters ; in caſting down ima- 
6 bes, altars, crucifixes, throwing out 

12 © Cere- 


— 


Great Intereſt of States and Kingdoms, 
p-. 36. 

+ Stephen Marſhall, Sermon before the Com- 
mons, 1746. f 


(- 6 ) 


* ceremonies, &c. But what have you 
« done againſt other kinds of growing 
* evils, hereſy, ſchiſm, diſorder ; againſt 
„ Seckers, Anabaptiſts, Antinomians, 
% Browniſts, Libertines, and other 
« ſects? * 


« A Toleration doth eclipſe and darken 

e the glory of the moſt excellent Refor- 
mation. “ God accounts all thoſe er- 
4 rors, hereſies, ſchiſms, &c. committed 
* in a land, but ert alone, and ſuffered 
* without puniſhment, by thoſe who have 
authority and power, to be the fins of 
% thoſe who have power; and he will 
% proceed againſt them, as if they were 
« the authors of them. + 
£0 


2 * 


* Dedication to Gangræna. 
+ Ep. Ded. to Gangræna. 


61 


% A Toleration is the grand deſign of 
te the Devil, his maſterpiece.” * 


« It's a fad thing, to think that fo 
* much blood hath been ſpilt, and vaſt 
« ſums of money ſpent, F in the end we 
e ſhall have a Toleration.” ＋ 


* If the parliament, city, yea, all the 

* people, were for a Toleration of all the 
*« Sects, &c. yet miniſters ought to pre- 
* ſent their reaſons againſt, preach, and 
10 cry out of the evil of it; never conſent 
* to it, but proteſt againſt and withſtand 
& it by all lawful ways and means within 
* our callings and places, venturing the 
| « loſs 


— 


X Gangrena, Part I. p. 58. 
1 1d. Part I. p. 42. 
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ce loſs of liberties, eſtates, lives, and all, 
« jn that cauſe.”'* 


It is a grieyous fault in any church, 
* not to reſtrain the authors and main- 
* tainers. of ſects and falſe doftrines, and 
© of opinions which ſtand not with the 
* truth of God's word. "+ 


775 * Preſbyterian government, aid one 
.of them in its praiſe, ec as ſoon. a as an 
error doth but peep out, will find it 

« and take it fingle, before it grows into 
© a body; and eruſh it in the egg, before 
it comes to be a flying ſerpent; which 
« is made good by the ee of it 


6 in 


* Gangræna, Part I. p. 86. 
+ 1d. Part I. p. 88. | 


* \ 
„ 
© jn all the reformed churches where it 
« is ſettled in power,” * 


And he offers, from the word of God, 
to prove, that if the City of London 
would © uſe the power they have by 
E their charter, and the laws in force, to 
& puniſh heretics and ſefaries, and diſturb 
te their meetings, the plague would ſooner 
« be removed from them” +. 


Nay, as a miniſter of God, he ſolemnly 
pronounces that if theſe audacious | 
« men, and their daring books, fall 
t ſcape without exemplary puniſhment, 
« the plague of God will fall upon the 

heads 


* 


* Gangrzna, Part I. p. 102, 
+ Id, Part III. p. 141. 
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heads of thoſe who are the cauſe of 


* 32.» 

We might, in a ſhort time,” ſaid 
he in another place, “break the hearts 
* and neck of that faction (Indepen- 
« dency), if the City of London, and 
e the government of it, would appear as 
> they might; and when they have be- 
gun it, follow and proſecute it in the 
« beginning, o put the laws in execution 
* againſt thoſe who come not to church; in 
4 pumiſbing thoſe ſeftaries who live under 
« their juriſdiction and government, for 
« abuſing them in print; in taking care 
« that no Sectary have any office or place 
, government in the city. ＋ f 
| Such 


—_—_——— 


* Gangrena, part III. p. 217» 
+ Id, Part III. P» 281. | 
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Such was the ſpirit of the Preſbyterians, 
and their opinion of Toleration, at that 
time; and yet, this was not one of the 
moſt intolerant of them. I am ſo 
e far,” faid he, © from a ſpirit of perſe- 
« cution, that I would be glad to find 
* the ſame meaſure from Independents, 
“ Browniſts, Anabaptiſts, and others, 
«* which I would meaſure unto them, if 
« it were in my power; namely, I would 
« not impriſon, baniſh them, and ſuch 
* like; only hinder them from all places of 
*« power and truſt in the kingdom, and 
* from ſpreading their errors and opi- 
* nions to the hurting of others; keep 
« the unſound from the ſound: which, 
«FT differed in judgment from what was 
« eftabliſhed in a church, and had nothing 
* elſe done unto me, I ſhould never com- 
*« plain of perſecution and violence for 

K « that; 
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« that; for tis abſolutely neceſſary for 
i the peace and welfare of the civil ſtate; 
« beſides what *tis for the honour of God, 
in the preventing ” d of n 
* errors and hereſies. 


And let it not be imagined that they 
were greater friends to the /iberty of the 
preſs, than of the pulpit. In ſupport of 
prieficraft and tyranny, we are told by 
Dr. Price that Licenſers of the Preſs 
have been appointed : but one would 
little have expected to find them in that, 
æra of light and liberty, when the uſur- 
pations of oppreſſors were expoſed, when 
their power was ſubverted, and the na- 
tion was eng wore * And yet, Li- 


cenſers 


» 


* Grangræna, Preface to Part III. 
+ Dr. Price's Sermon, November 4, 1789. 
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cenſers of the Prefs there were, without 
whoſe Imprimatur, not even, Dr. Price 
could have ſent forth his ſentiments, fa- 
vourable as they may be to the cauſe of 


crvil and religious liberty. 


As a proof and a ſpecimen, 1 will beg 
leave to tranſcribe one Imprimatur, and 
that prefixed to a book which has fur- 
niſhed the reader with much information 
reſpecting the ſpirit of the times :—it is 
Edwards s Gangrana, to which the Li- 


cenſer of the Preſs gives his ſanction, in 


theſe words: 


| © That thou mayſt diſcern the miſchicf 
of Ecclejh aftical anarchy, the monſtrouſ- 
10 « neſs of the much-affetted Toleration, and 
te be warned to be wiſe to ſobriety, and 


* fear and ſuſpect the pretended new 
K 2 lights 


( 68 ). 


lights I approve that this Treatiſe, 
« diſcovering the gangrene of ſo many 
*« ſtrange opinions, ſhould be imprinted. 


„Aus CRANFORD.” 


From ſuch well-ſanQtioned authori- 
ties as this, and their own writings, do 
we learn the notions that they had of 
eftabliſhments, tithes, toleration, and the li- 
berty of the pulpit and the preſs. It is 


unneceſſary to call in other witneſſes to | 


confirm their own confeflions ; but it 
may perhaps aſſiſt the reader in forming 
a comparative view of the liberty which 


he enjoys at preſent, and what he might 


enjoy under a Preſbyterial government 


ſettled in power, if we add, from the ex- 


perience of the Independents, their opi- 
nion of it. Theſe Sectaries, at that time 
the 


a 
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the ſubjects of their ſeverity, and ſpeak- 
ing from their own feelings, give us 
a ſtill worſe account of their intolerant 
ſpirit, 


Paul Hobſon, a noted Independent, is 
quoted by Edwards, as threatening to 
make their uſage the leading caſe of the 
kingdom, for all the godly party; ſaying, 
That if the godly and well- affected 
party were thus perſecuted, they ſhould 
« be forced to make a worſe breach than 
« was yet, when they had done with the 
% King's party—that when they have 
* made an end of the war with the Ca- 
* yaliers, they ſhould be forced to raiſe a 
« new army to fight with them (the 
« Preſbyterians).” * 

| It 


"_ 


ay Gangrzna, Part I. P- 33» 


| (en 


It was the complaint of the Secta- 
ries, that the Biſhops tyranny was no- 
* thing to the Preſbyterians : — their 
* finger would be heavier than the Biſhop's | 
* lingen —that Preſbyterial government 
« was @ hundred times worſe than Epiſ- 
& copal :+—that-it was Antichriſtian, a 
« limb of Antichriſt, tyrannical, lordly, 
« cruel, 4 worſe bondage than under the 
«© Prelates:J—a ſpirit of Antichriſtian 
pride and tyranny, of rebellion and 

« treaſon, in lifting up a—Pepal throne 
above kings and Keſars, above king- 

«« doms and commonwealths, to be en- 
| «« flaving the whole nation in their fouls, 
Gn bodies, * the 


„ church 


"IR 


* Gangræna, Part I. p. 43 
+ Id. Part III. p. 172. 
t Id. Part III. p. 221. 
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* church an oracle of infallibility, and 
* ſuch a ſupremacy, as no true- bred 
* Engliſh Chriſtian can interpret for 
« other than Antichriſtian tyranny ; and 
« all under the name of a Chriſtian 
4 Preſbyterian government ; that if that 
« Preſbyterian government be ſet up, 
« thereby our fundamental laws, privi- 
8 leges, and power of Parliaments, liber- 
60 ties, and freedom of all true-bred Eng- 
« liſh ſubjects, would be brought under 
« perpetual bondage, worſe than that 
* either of Egypt or Babylon. | 


Theſe are the ſentiments of the Secta- 
ries, which Edwards, from their own 
pulpits and books, charges them with 
daring to entertain and declare of the 

Preſbyterians. 


* Gangræna, Part III. p. 244- 
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Preſbyterians. And, in a quotation from 


a book entituled Ordinance for Tithes 


diſmounted, the writer aſks ** whether 
« there can be the leaſt dream of ho- 
« neſty or religion in them, or reſpe&t 
* to the liberty of this free-born nation 
“therein, ſeeing that they lay upon us 
* heavier yoke than ever was laid upon 


« us in the days of the Biſhops 2* 


And Richard Bacon, an Independent 
Miniſter, who had done and ſuffered 


much in the Parliament cauſe, aſks, 


with much juſtice, of his perſecuting 


allies, „whether it be not an infringe- 
* ment of the liberty of the ſubject, to 
*« thruſt me out of the city for matters 


« of religion? * 
| No 


© 


— 


# Gangræna, Part III. p. 222. 
+ Spirit of Prelacy yet working. 1746. 


. 


— 


No wonder, when they ſaw and 
ſmarted under the ſeverity of the Preſ- 
byterians, that they were willing “ra- 
* ther to have Ep:/copal government and 
% Toleration, than a ſtrict Preſbyterial 
© and thorough Reęfor mation. * 8 


They felt with the Poet, that 


&« Preſbytery does but tranſlate 

« The Papacy to a free State; 

« A commonwealth of Popery, 

« Where every village is a Sec, 
„ As well as Rome, and muſt maintain 

6 A Tithe-pig Metropolitan ; 

«© Where ev'ry Preſbyter and Deacon 

« Commands the keys for cheeſe and bacon; 

% And ev'ry hamlet's governed 

&« By 's Holineſs, the Church's head, 
More havghty and ſevere in 's place, 

&« Than Gregory and Boniface.” 

Hop, 
L After 


* Gangrena, Part I. p. 48. 


— 
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After reviewing the ſpirit of the Preſ- 
byterian party, their ſtruggle for power, 
and their endeavour to eſtabliſh their own 
inſtead of the religion they had united to 
overthrow, the difterent denominations of 
Diſſenters who may be diſpoſed, in the 
preſent day, to unite for the ſame purpoſe, 
will be very cautious how they truſt 
themſelves again in the power of thoſe 
whoſe government they have experienced 
to be @ hundred times worſe than Epiſcopal. 


They will wiſely conſider that they 
have that Toleration in poſſeſſion which 
the Preſbyterians refuſed to. grant them; 
that they have it in its utmoſt extent; 
that it is the name of Toleration only 
that diſtinguiſhes their religious rights 
and liberties from thoſe en joyed by the 
eſtabliſhed church; that, under the ſanc- 


> | tion 
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tion of the ſame laws which have eſta- 
bliſhed ours as the national religion, they 
have an equal right to the exerciſe of 
theirs; to preach, to publiſh, to profeſs 
whatever ſentiments they pleaſe, and to 
worſhip how and where they pleaſe: but 
that, if a rival ſe& ſhould chance to get 
the upper hand, they would ſue perhaps 
in vain for the liberty they enjoy at pre- 
ſent; for that toleration which, in a much 
more limited extent, they were once re- 
fuſed. And, to the conſideration of their 
own intereſt, which could not be bet- 
tered, but might be materially injured 
by the change, they will conſcientiouſly 
reflect that the cauſe of Chriſtianity 
could be no gainer; for what was then, 
would again be the effet—licentiouſneſs 
and immorality would ſtill more abound, 


5 2 | Inſtead 
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| Inſtead of being cauglit by the bait of 
Liberty, and the Rights of men, about 
which there is ſo much talk, they will 
conſider for themſelves, whether they do 
not already enjoy all the liberty and all the 
rights that men in a ſtate of civilized ſo- 
ciety can with for, and will therefore not 
Jook to ſuch an Utopian government as 
is © not conſiſtent with any government 
« at all, but would neceſſarily bring” (as 
they themſelves contended, when they 
had got the power in their hands) © any 
ww commonwealth, the moſt popular, into 
&* chaos and confuſion.” They will 
| ſuſpect that, under all the fine profeſſions 
and pretexts of liberality and greater li- 
berty, there may lie concealed the ſame 
ambition to build upon the ruins of one, 
another eſtabliſhment which would not 
| be ſo liberal as the preſent; or, without 
ſuppoſing 


CW 1 
ſuppoſing that there is any ſuch premedi- 
tated deſign, that ſuch might be the con- 
ſequence; and, in the general wreck that 


would enſue, one or other of the united 
ſects of Diſſenters would riſe triumphant, 


* 


and give law to the reſt. 


To unite them in their hoſtility to the 
eſtabliſhed church, it is ſaid that their 
object is the common concern of every 
friend to religious liberty, and the rights 
of men. So it was, or ſo it was pre- 
tended, in the times we look to. 


« And yet, for all this Goſpel union, | 
And outward ſhew of Church communion, 

«© They 'd ne'er admit us to our ſhares 

“ Of ruling Church or State affairs, 

« Nor give us leave t abſolve, or ſentence, 

„ T our own condition of repentance; 
«© But ſhar d our dividend o ti crown, 
We had ſo painfully preach'd down 
« And 


N 
{ 
ö 
; 
F 
. 
ö 
: 
4 
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c And forc'd us, though againſt the grain, 
6% T” have calls to preach it up again,” T 
Hun. 


I know not which, in the preſent day, 
is the moſt numerous ſe& of Diſſenters, 
or which would be likely to gain the 


aſcendant, if they could effect the object 
of their united aim. But be it which it 
may, whatever hopes their ſtrength may 
give them of building their own upon the 


ruins of the preſent Church, other ſects 
might prove more powerful and ſucceſsful 
than theirs, and give law to them, in- 
ſtead of their giving law to others. The 
recollection of what has been the caſe 


with the Preſbyterians and Independents 
in their turn, ſhould be a warning to both 
of the danger of attempting a change 
which is hardly poſſible to be for the 


( 79 ) 
better, but is very mos to be materially 
worle. . 


The Preſbyterians 9 if they 
recollect the ſpirit of their rivals, cannot 
but feel with ſatis faction the ſecurity 
they enjoy at preſent, and fear the conſe- 
quences of a change; for, though the 
Sectaries, as they called all but thoſe of 
their own denomination, complained fo 
bitterly of the tyranny and intolerance of 
the Preſbyterians, they were, in return, 
no leſs intolerant themſelves. 


If the Independents ſhould come to 
have power, the Preſbyterians knew the 
treatment they were to expect. — If 
ve things ſhall come to that paſs, I ſhalt 
« be erm,“ ſaid one of them, to take 

66 he 
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&« the liberty of conſcience they will then 
& giue me, Who now plead moſt for it them- 


66 * 2 
* 


* 


And again, God forbid that they 
« ſhould ever proceed fo far as to per- 
% ſuade you to enable them to act what 
te they have in their thoughts againſt 
„ thoſe, without whom neither they 


I *© nor yourſelyes had ever had the com- 


% mon enemy at ſuch a lift as (God be 
* bleſſed!) you now have. + | 


God keep the Preſbyterians,” faid 
another, out of the hands of the Inde- 
« pendents and Sectaries, when they come 


c«c 70 


— — ee en. 


— — — — ——— — 
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* to have power, and think they are ſtrong 
* enough to maſter them! 


_ «Tis not a bare toletation of their 
t conſciences, and of enjoying their own 
* perſonal eſtates in the land, that they 
* ſeek, or which would content them; 
© ſo that tis a domination, and to be in 
& ſuch a condition, that others may ſeek 
tt to them to be tolerated, that they aim 
« at,” + . Pretending a bare liberty 
% only peaceably and quietly to enjoy 
e their own conſciences, and that with- 
* out any offence or moleſtation to'others. 
% But, by theſe and many other ſpecious 
e pretences, being increaſed in number 

and power, and having gotten the ſword 


— 1 N td. —— —_ : 


mn ba — 
— — 
py . 


# Gangrena, Park II. p. 54s 
+ Id. Part III. p. 180. 
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« into their hands, now they ſpeak out, 
« and are not contented with a bare tole- 
« ration, but ſtand for all the places of 
« power, honbur, and profit, in the king- 
% dom. | 


The domination and inſelences of 
« the gectaries in England, both in city 
« and country, are inſufferable, and be- 
* yond-all cxamp - 


W of 5 8 of the Cate 
cbiſed Soldiery, and Red- coat Seculars, 
interrupting and diſturbing miniſters in 

their duty, forcibly taking poſſeſſion of 
their pulpits, preaching themſelves, or 
putting up preachers of their own,f will 

| occur 


* neee Part III. p. 246: 
1 1d. Part III. p. 20. 
3 Ibid, 


— — 
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occur to the recollection of every reader at 
all acquainted with the hiſtory of thoſe 
times. The character which the Preſby- 

terians gave the Independents, was not 
without foundation; for, by their own 
confeſſion, the toleration which they 
contended for, was only for themſelves. 
« If any man,” faid Thomas Goodwin, 
an Independent miniſter, ** think I am 
« pleading for a liberty of all opinions, 
of what nature, and how groſs ſoever, 
« I humbly defire them to remember 
* that I only plead for Saints,” * 


And their own ſubſequent conduct, 
when they came into power, proved that 
they, no more than their rivals, were to 
be truſted with it; ** that they hold not” 

| M 2 (as 


ww —_ 


* Gangrena, Part Il. P+ 52» 


68 
(as the one accuſed the other) ** to their 
, principles of toleration and liberty of 
*« conſcience, but only. in receiving it: 
« they will not give it when and where 
*« they have the power of giving it unta 
I others. oy 4 


For as the Preſbyterians, when their 
party was uppermoſt, were jealous of the 
Independents; ſo theſe, when they came 
into power, wiſhed - to keep that power 
to themſelves. | 


& Poor Preſbyter was now reduc'd, 

© « Secluded, and caſhier'd, and chous'd ; 
« Turn'd out and excommunicate 

„„ From all affairs of Church and State; 
« Reform'd t' a Reformado Saint, 

And glad to turn Itinerant; 5 rf 

&« Ta 


— 
. 9 — — 


* Gangrena, Part III. p. 251, 


. - 


« To ſtroll and teach from town to toy g, 

« And thoſe he had taught up, teach down; 

« And make thoſe uſcs ſerve agen, 

% Againſt the new enlighten'd men, 

« As fit as when at firſt they were 

% Reveal'd againſt the Cavalier; | 
Damn Anabaptiſt and Fanatic, 

«© As pat as Popiſh and Prelatic; 

6 And with as little variation 

cc To ſerye for any ſe& iꝰ th' nation.“ 

Hoo, 


The review we have taken of a period 
when hypocriſy and pretended reforma- 
tion overturned the conſtitution and en- 
{laved the nation, if it does not warn the 
Difſenters of their danger in riſking the 
advantages they enjoy at preſent, muſt 
impreſs the mind of every friend to the 
eſtabliſhment with alarm at the moſt 
diſtant proſpect of apapachewed con- 
fuſion. | | 


Brey 
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Every thing is now peaceable and 
quiet. Should the reſtleſs ſpirit of am- 
bition or diſcontent diſturb the preſent 
ſtate of things, all would be again con- 
| fuſion, anarchy, and oppreſſion. | 


Whichever ſe& might riſe ſuperior 
to the reſt, the eſtabliſhment would be 
trodden under foot. They muſt expect 
no favour ; none of that liberty of con- 
ſcience- which they allow to others; no 
churches or chapels wherein to exerciſe 
the right of worſhip, which they cheer- 
fully, and without diſpute, concede to 
all who differ in religious opinions or 

modes from them. 


Hut we are told that the ſpirit of the 
Diſſenters, in the preſent day, is not 
What it was; that © at that time the 
rr | 4e principles 
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« principles of liberty were not tho- 
* roughly underſtood by any denomi- 
* nation of Chriſtians ;”'* that the age is 
more enlightened, and the ſubject better 
underſtood ; that the minds of men are 
now too free either to bear or to impoſe 
ſuch reſtraints.. But, before we give any 
credit to this plauſible language, let us 
conſider whether ſuch were not the pre- 
texts at that time alſo; in what we are 
more enlightened ; and whether the ſpirit 
of the Diſſenters is not juſt the ſame. 
5 05 

They talked, as the Diſſenters now do, 
much about liberty of conſcience, and the 
rights of men; and yet, when they had 
got into power, they were as tyrannical 
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®* Proteſtant Diſſenter's Catechiſme 
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intolerant as men could be. Their ideas 
of liberty went full as far as any in the 
_ preſent day: they contended for their 
natural rights, the juſt rights and prero- 
gatrve of man:—and what do the Dif- 
ſenters more? A toleration and liberty 
of conſcience contented them not ; but 
2 liberty of offices and power of great 
places was their claim:—and is not this 
their claim at preſent? 8 


To talk of the ſubject being better 
underſtood, is to ſuppoſe that we are 
that we know nothing of the artifices 
that are at all times uſed to effect the 
purpoſes of intereſted and ambitious men; 
and that we have no diſcernment what- 
ever to diſcover, under the cloak of con- 

ſcience, 
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ſcience, the real deſigns that lie con- 
cealed. | 10 


It is very much the faſhion of the age 
to boaſt of theſe enlightened times; as if 
our forefathers knew nothing, and re- 
ligion and learning were now firſt com- 
municated, or diſcovered, by ourſelves : 
but it is a puerile conceit, that does not 
become enlightened minds: it better be- 
fits the vanity of youth, who think them- 
ſelves wiſer than their fathers ; and are 
only to be convinced, by experience and 
maturer years, that their fathers are wiſc 
than they, | The | 


the arts we have made, and {till are 
making, . great advances. But, in reli- 
gious learning, are we advanced, or 
| N likely 
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likely to advance, a ſingle ſtep? The 


Bible was open to the man of learning 
in the laſt century as well as in this: the 
languages were as well underſtood: every 
thing neceſſary to elucidate the Sacred 
Writings was as acceſſible to them as 
to ourſelves :—and have we not as great 
a variety of ſects and opinions as ever ? 


Are we not as far as ever from that 


« uniformity” of opinion that Dr. Prieſt- 
ley conceives will be the conſequence of 
aur enlightened ſtate?® - | 


It is therefore conceit to talk of 
bringing this or that queſtion to an iſſue; 
of the time approaching in which this 
or chat doctrine will be univerſally under- 
ſtood and received; ** the time when the 

| « whole 
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# Letter to Mr. Pitt. 
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whole Chriſtian world will embrace 
* their opinion (Drs. Prieſtley and Price); 


* when all thoſe who now think diffe- 
e rently from them, will come to think 
« juſt as they do, and wonder that they 
* ſhould ever have thought otherwiſe,” * 


In point of religious liberty, and the 
rights of men, it is alike conceit to talk 
of our advances, and that the ſubject 
is better underſtood. What ſentiments 
more juſt and liberal can we pretend to 
than theſe ; that all men ſhould have 


Na liberty 


_  * Defences of Unitarianiſm, 1787. Equally 
confident is a late advocate for Polytheiſm, of 
the eſtabliſhment of bis religion in the world. 
ce The revolution,” he ſays, © is certain, how- 
c ever remote ;” but this muſt be the buſi- 
« neſs of a more enlightened and philoſophic 
nage.“ | Editor of Pxocrus. 


bs. 
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« liberty peaceably and quietly to enjoy 
% their own conſciences, without offence 
« or moleſtation from others; * that, in 
the ſupport of religion, no other means 
* muſt be uſed, but reaſons and argu- 
ments? x What can the beſt advo- 
cate for the rights of conſcience ſay 
more? And yet theſe were the ſenti- 
ments of that very time, when all the 
evils of anarchy and confuſion, of ty- 
tanny and intolerance, prevailed. 


It was not becauſe the ſubje& was not 
underſtood, that they were rebellious ſub- 
jects, and oppreſſive maſters: it was be- | 
cauſe knowledge and practice, profeſſions 
and actions, do not always go together: 
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* Gangræna, Part III. p. 240. 
I Toleration juſtified, 1646. 
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and-might not the preſent contenders for 
liberty forget, in power, the principles 
they now profeſs ? and, after a ſucceſsful 
' ſtruggle to gratify their ambition, might 
they not, even in theſe enlightened times, 
refuſe to tolerate others, to ſecure theit 
advantages to themſelves? 


As to the more liberal ſpirit of the 
Diſſenters, where ſhall we look to find 
it? Is it their writings, or their Wh 
that will ſhow it? | 


The Church of MOTTO does, with 
a liberality that becomes her, ſhow all 
the tenderneſs of a parent to thoſe who 
differ in ſentiment, and ſeparate from her 
worſhip: the allows them the unenvied 
liberty to worſhip where and how they 
P to preach, to publiſh, what they 

| pleaſe 3 


8 
pleaſe: the lays no hard neceſſity upon 
them to join in-a worſhip which they 
diſlike, or to be hearers of doctrines 
which they do not approve: ſhe allows 
no one to moleſt them in the exerciſe of 
this right: ſhe only, from a prudent re- 

gard to her own ſafety and the public 
peace, does not wiſh to ſee them ſerrled 
#7 power: ſhe bears, with a generoſity 
truly chriſtian, the provocations of every 
ſeparatiſt, who, from the pulpit and the 
preſs, are continually vilifying her doc- 
trines, her ordinances, her liturgy, her 
rulers, and her clergy : her members, 
though they differ in opinion, or do not 
in their worſhip unite in one mode, or 
under one roof, ſtill feel all the affections 
of fellow worſhippers, and conſider every 
Chriſtian, of whatever denomination, as 
their brother: they make no diſtinctions, 


in 
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in their regards or dealings, between 
Churchmen and Diſſenters: they are 
as ready to aſſociate with, to ſerve, to 
employ one as the other in their private 
concerns; and it is with pain that they 
cannot, with ſafety, be united in the 
public ſervice of the State. | 


But are theſe the ſentiments, and is 
this the return „of the Diſſenters? Do 
they look with the ſame tenderneſs and 
liberality upon our ſuppoſed miſtakes in 
doctrine, or in worſhip, as we do upon 
theirs? Do they content themſelyes with 
the quiet enjoyment of their own opinions 

and modes, and leave the members of the 
eſtabliſhment in the peaceable enjoyment 
of theirs? Is it not oftener the aim of 
their diſcourſes, from the pulpit and the 
preſs, to controyert the doctrines and the 
modes 
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modes of the Church from which they 
ſeparate, than to further the cauſe of 
religion by confining their labours to 
the more eſſential doctrines and practi- 
cal duties of it? And is this contro- 
verſial ſpirit, in itſelf not much to be 
' commended, guided by that liberality of 
ſentiment and manner which becomes 
every enlightened mind, but is peculiarly 
due to thoſe whoſe treatment is fo liberal 
to them ? | 


Do they, in the intercourſes of buſineſs 
or of ſocial regard, make no diſtinctions 
between the members of the Church and 
thoſe of their own perſuaſion ; giving no 
preference. to one above the other ; and 
tereſt, their fayours, and their ſocial con- 
nex3ons, excluſively to their own? _ _ 

| | The 


„ 

The reader's own obſervation muſt de- 
termine the claim which they make to a 
more liberal ſpirit than their anceſtors 
poſſeſſed. The liberality of the members 
of the eſtabliſhment I venture to make 
the ſtandard by which his judgement + 
ſhall be formed. If that he defective, 
ſo much the greater the advantage to 
them. 


But let it not reſt upon this; let us 
hear what impartial judges think, or let 
us take their character from themſelves. 


Mr. Newton, who will not be ſuſ- 
pected of being a very rigid Churchman, 
in his Apoligia, written to ſhow the rea- 
ſons of his chooſing the Church of Eng- 
land in preference to cither of the Inde- 


pendent ſects between which he halted, 
) N O 3 ſays, 
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| ſays, I had reviewed and compared the 
« ſentiments of a number of reſpectable 
ce writers and miniſters of different names. 
« In eſſentials, I agreed with them all; 
* and, in circumſtantials, I differed no 
* more from any of them, than they | 
* differed among themſelves. They all 
« confeſled they were fallible, yet they 
« all decided with an air of infallibility ; 
« for they all expected me to unite with 
% them, if I had any regard to the au- 
% thority and honour of the Lord Jeſus 
* as head of the Church: but the 
45 very conſideration they propoſed, re- 
« ſtrained me from uniting with any of 
tc them? for I cannot think that I ſhould 
% honour the headſhip and kingly office 
« of Chriſt, by acknowledging him as 
* the head of a party and ſubdiviſion of. 
« his people, to the excluſion of the reſt. 
vs 5 c Every e 
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% Every party uſes fair-ſounding words 
« of liberty but when an explanation is 
% made, it amounts to little more than 
« this:—that they will give me liberty to 
« think as they think, and to act as they 
« act, which, to me, who claim the fame 
«* right of thinking for myſelf, and of 
acting according to the dictates of my 
* own conſcience, is no liberty at all.” * 


%, loved liberty, and therefore gave a 
* preference to the Church of England ; 
_ © believing I might, in that ſituation, 
*« exerciſe my miniſtry with the moſt 
freedom. I have made the experi- 
* ment, and have no reaſon to repent of 
ce it,” I cannot become a Diſenter, 
* til] I am weary of my liberty. | 
O 2 To 


— —_ 


* Page 112. + Page 141. f Page 121, 
5 
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To the teſtimony of Mr. Newton, 
will add that of Mr. Berrington, who 
being a Roman Catholic, will be ſtill leſs 
ſuſpected of partiality to our Church. 


In his Treatiſe on the Rights of the 
Difenters, he ſays, * In this country, 
probably, where the ſtrength of ſecta- 
ties is great and daily growing, a change 
will be effected; but it will be a change 
from one eſtabliſhment to another, as it 
*« happened at the Reformation: let us 
then remain as we are; for a better 
_ « eſtabliſhment, as I have faid, more 
* conſonant with the rights of the people, 
and the prerogative of the crown, Eng- 
land can never enjoy. Who would be 
* pleaſed with the eftabliſhment of Preſty- 
*« terianiſm, muſt have a very ſorry taſte 
indeed]! As our national Church is in 

66 quiet 
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*« quiet poſſeſſion of its dignities and emo= 
« luments, there may they remain.“ 


It would not be fair, perhaps, to form 
our judgement of them entirely from the 
opinion of others, however impartial they. 
may be. Let us then hear what they fay 
themſelves: I do not mean, what they 
profeſs, or what they ſay of their own in- 
tentions. If we give credit to their profeſ- 
fions, we muſt believe them to be the beſt 
of citizens. Their behaviour,” they ſay, 
has been ever peaceable and loyal: — 
« they repel, with ſcorn, the imputation 
« of all baſer and meaner motives; they 
« have no latent ambition, under the 
e maſk of religion; — they are as ſuperior _ 
** to hypocriſy, as they are to fear;—they 

| * aſpire 
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Sec Monthly Review, Auguſt 1789. 
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« aſpire not to one emolument, or ho- 
* nour of the Church.“ All this is 
very fine: but fine profeſſions, and ſpe- 
cious pretexts, are not unuſual. What 
they once profeſſed, and what they were 
notwithſtanding their profeſſions, we have 
ſeen: and what has been, might be again. 

It is their profeſſion, that they are 
*« now friends to an univerſal toleration ; 
% and no denomination among them, 
< wiſhes to have its own way of worſhip 
s eſtabliſhed as the national religion.” + 
But what faid one of their own writers, 
in the times of which we have been 
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* Reſolutions of the Deputies of the Pro- 
teſtant Diſſenters, within the Midland diſtrict. 
Gazetteer, Jan. 25, 1790. 


I The Proteſtant Diſſenter's Catechiſm, p. 12, 


1 


ſpeaking? * A young lion will not bite; 
* and you boaſt that your churches are 
* according to primitive times: what 
, they will come to, after-times will ſee.”'® 
And it was aſked by another, Would 
e theſe men, that ſo hotly defend it, grant 
that toleration, if they had power in 
« their hands, to others, which they de- 
« fire for themſelves? ＋ 


Certain it is, even in the preſent time, 
that Dr. Price differs in opinion from 
Mr. Palmer, T with reſpect to eſtabliſh- 
ments. He ſays, There is a difference 
* of opinion among Diſſenters, on the 
te ſubject of civil eſtabliſhments of reli- 
gion; ſome approving of them in ge- 


% neral, 


* Plea for Chriſtian Magiſtracy, p. 11. 
+ Hzreſeomachia, p. 12. 
: Proteſtant Diſſenter's Catechiſm, 
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* neral, and only diſliking that particular 
te form of religion which happens to be 
« eſtabliſhed in this country; while others 
ie object to all ſuch eſtabliſhments. The 


* former ſort of Diſſenters muſt wiſh to 


ce fee their own religion ſubſtituted for that 
e which is eftabliſhed.”* | 


One ſays, no denomination among 
them wiſhes to have its own way of 
worſhip eſtabliſhed. Another fays, there 
are among them thoſe that do. To 
which ſhall we give credit? Muſt we 
not fear that neither can be truſted with 
the power they wiſh? For, to form a 
judgement of either, we 'muſt look not 

to 


—— 


* Sermon before the Supporters of a new Aca- 
demical Inſtitution among Diſſenters, April 25, 
1787. | 2 
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to their profeſſions, or their character, 
while candidates for power, but when 


they have been put into the poſſeſſion 
of it. 


The Church of England is 20 in 
poſſeſſion of the power which others are 
contending for. How do they uſe it? 
With liberality and forbearance. The 
Diſſenters tell us they would do ſo too. 
Which ſhall we truſt? Them who, 
when they have it, uſe it well; or thoſe 
who, having had it and abuſed it, only 
now profeſs that they would not abuſe 
it ſo again? What Churchmen are, we 
know.—What Diſſenters would be, re- 
mains to be diſcovered: and paſt expe- 
rience leaves us little room to hope that 
they would uſe the power they might 
have with equal moderation. 

* That 
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That they are at leaſt as much at en- 
mity with the eſtabliſhment as they ever 
were, appears from the language of their 
publications. 


One of the preſent zealots of Reforma- 
tion ſolemnly exhorts his flock to fly 
from the worſhip of the Church of Eng- 
land, as if there were ſomething peſti- 
lential in it.“ 


Another, leſt the moderation of the 
eſtabliſhment ſhould influence the mode- 
rate among the Diſſenters to conform and 
« deſert the diſſenting intereſt,” has com- 
piled a Catechiſm to keep up the ſpirit 
of diflent, and make it a branch | of 


ce their 
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* Dr. Price's Sermons, p. 197. 
ih Proteſtant Diffenter's Catechiſm. 


1 

« their education.” To this end, the 
doctrines, the liturgy, the diſcipline and 
government of the Church, are moſt un- 
mercifully abuſed; and the proficiency of 
their children, in this neceſſary part. of 
their education, is to be examined by 
aſking tim the principal queſtions con- 
tained in the catechiſm'; which does not 
look much like cordiality to the Church 


from which they are ſo zealous to make 
Diſſenters. | 


Dr. Prieſtley's gunpowder ſpirit is pret- 
ty well known. A few extracts from his 
writings may, however, be a fit comment 
upon. their pacific and difintereſted pro- 
feſſions. 


: 10 We are, he ſays, ce 25 it were, lay= 
P'2 «of 
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ce of error and ſuperſtition, which a ſingle 
% ſpark may- hereafter inflame, ſo as to 
produce an inſtantaneous explgſion; in 
* conſequence of which, that edifice, 
« the creation of which has been the 
t work of ages, may be overturned in a 
© moment, and fo effectually, as that the 
« ſame. foundation can never be built 


% upon again. 


This flaming language his friends 
affect to be nothing more than figura- 
tive; but, whether literally or figuratively 
meant, it is ill ſuited to the mild ſpirit 
of Chriſtianity, which admits not of 
means ſo forcible to ſupport it. In 
whatever ſenſe we underſtand that paſ- 

ſage, 
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The Importance and Extent of Free Inquiry, 
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ſage, the following will admit of no ſuch 


convenient ſolution. 


A ſnall change in the political Nate of 
« things, ſuch as no man can foreſee be- 
e fore it actually takes place, and which 
* may be at no great ditonce, may ſuffice 
* to overturn the beſt=compatted eftabliſh- 
& ments at once, before the bigoted friends 


&« of them ſiiſpect any danger. 


And he goes on to ſay, that * things 
e are already in ſuch a train, that though 
ino perſon can foreſee the particular time 
% and manner of the change in favour 
of Unitarians, we may be as certain of 
its taking place, as if we actually aw 
6 ut accompliſhed ; and till things are 
6 * perfectly ripe for ſuch a revolution, it 


© would 
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* qwould be abſurd to expect it, and in vain 
* fo attempt it. 


© And he talks of motion to effect it. 
«© Npthing is wanting but motion; it be- 
L ing impoſſible for that motion, from 
« whatever quarter it arrive, to operate 
6 LY + * 


Such were the deſigns which he raſhly 
ventured to divulge before their firſt ap- 
plication to parliament ; and a few days 
after their firſt defeat, in a letter to Mr. 
Pitt, written in the heat of reſentment; 
he tells him, that, in ſpite of all the 
« efforts of Churchmen, and of all that, 
* as a Stateſman, he can do to' aſſiſt 
44 "oy the dodrines which conſtitute 

- cc the 


Importance and Extent of Free Inquiry, 
+ Ibid, | 
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the peculiar faith of the Church of 
England muſt fall before it (his Uni- 
* tarian doctrine); and if the Hierarchy 
« will obſtinately retain theſs doctrines, 
* and keep up the ſubſcription to them, 
it muſt in time fall with them.“ * 
And, ſpeaking of the argument which 
had frequently been oppoſed to their ap- 
plication for the repeal of the Teſt, It 
* has been ſaid, that if the Diſſenters 
« gain this point, they will aim at ſome- 
thing more. This,” ſays he, I ac- 
* knowledge: we ſhall aſt many things 
* more; becauſe there are' many things 
« more that we conceive ourſelves entitled 
to. r We feel them to be bur- 
*« thens, and ſhall take every fair oppor- 
| 8 1 tunity 


_ 


* Letter to Mr. Pitt. 
+ Ibid. | 
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* unity of endeavouring to relieve our- 
« ſelves.” *© Let the Bench of Biſhops 
* be fully appriſed of this, and take their 
< meaſuresccordingly.”* And among 
other objects of his reforming zeal, he 
glances at a time when there may be 
* no more Biſhops.” F And leſt all theſe 
terrors ſhould not ſufficiently intimidate 
the Miniſter into a compliance with his 
demands, he reminds him, that we 
have never had the generoſity to do 
« what is right, till we were, in a man- 
Ener, compelſed to do it, and did it to 
« avoid a greater evil. 4 | 


In another publication of his, I find 
this unequivocal declaration of his ſen- 
| timents, 


* Letter to Mr, Pitt, 
+ Ibid. 
t lbid. 
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timents, which no ingenuity of himſelf 
or friends can explain away. It is 
* nothing but the alliance of the king- 
dom of Chriſt with the kingdoms of 
* this world (an alliance which our Lord 
* himſelf expreſsly diſclaimed), that ſup- 
ports the groſſeſt corruptions of Chriſ- 
* tianity ; and perhaps we muſt wait for 
« the fall of the civil powers, before this 
© moſt unnatural alliance be broken. Ca- 
% lamitous, no doubt, will that time be. 
But what convulſion in the political world 
te ought to be a ſubject of lamentation, if it 
« be attended with fo defirable an effett s 


The language of Dr. Price is not much 
behind. He ſpeaks of the obſtinacy of 
SIP the 


*fHiſt. of the Corruptions of Chriſtianity, 
Vol. II. p. 484. | 


„„ 
the enemies of Reformation ** expo/ing 
e the Hierarchy to particular danger of a 
t ſudden, and total overthrow; and, as a 
* friend to the free progreſs of truth, and 


_ enemy to all flaviſh hierarchies, I 


* could almoſt wiſh,” he adds, they 
* may perſevere in their obſtinacy.”* 


And in his Sermon, in the year 1787, 
before the Supporters of a ne Academi- 
cal Inſtitution among Diſſenters, he ſays, 
« I am greatly miftaken if the obſtinacy 
with which abufes ſo groſs as to be 
*« palpable to all the world are retained 
« in the preſent age, and even in this 
* country, will not, in the end, prove a 
« preat public benefit, by cauſing a more 
ee quick and complete overthrow of them 
and 


* Dr. Price's Sermons, p. 63. 


tC at 
*« and the eftabliſhments that ſupport them, 
* and thus giving a better opportunity 
*« for the introduction of eſtabliſhments 
* more favourable to truth, and liberty, 
% and virtue. 


In the ſame ſermon he tells them, that 
* the period to which he has been carry- 
« ing their views, muſt be preceded by 
« the downfall f all flaviſh and anti- 
* chriſtian Hierarchies, — The liberality 
of the times has already looſened their 
foundation; the obſtinacy of their ad- 
* herents is increaſing their danger; and 
« the wiſe and virtuous of all deſcriptions 
&« ſhould make themſelves willing inſtru- 
& ments, in the hands of Providence, 70 


Q 2 % baften 


* Dr, Price's Sermon, p. 27. 
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« haſten their removal.” But not by 
any methods of violence No. So faid 
Dr. Frieſtley. He, too, has only in his 
meaning the gue? influence of reaſon 
and conviction, when he talks of a 
te change in the political ſlate of things, 
« fuch as no man can foreſee before it 
& actually takes place —“ of overturn- 
* ing the beſt-compatted eflabliſhments at 
© once, before the bigoted friends of them 
e ſuſpett any danger” —** of an inftanta- 
&© neous explgſon “ of not attempting it 
* till things are perfettly ripe for ſuch a re- 
© volution. — Metaphors not more con- 
gruous or happily choſen than his friend's 
ſudden and total overthrow, if the effect 
be no more than the quiet flow-paced 
influence of reaſon and conviction; but it 
is not ſo eaſy to allay, as to alarm, our 

| fears, 


(a 


fears. Friends to peace, and attached as 
we may be ſuppoſed to our preſent eſta- 
bliſhment, we cannot, from ſuch lan- 
guage as this, but take alarm at the dan- 
ger of our Church; we cannot but have 
fears; and, notwithſtanding Dr. Prieſt- 
ley's endeavours *©* fo quiet our appreben- 
4 fjons,” the intimations of a ſomething 
intended, and the ſuſpicion of more even 
than might be meant, cannot but make 
an impreſſion upon our minds, too ſtrong 
for any aſſurances or explanations that 
may be made by themſelves, or any diſ- 
avowal of ſuch intentions on the part of 
their friends, to quiet our fears, 


Contrary to the declaration of their 
aſſociations, it appears from the language: 
of theſe leaders of the difſenting intereſt 
(who, 


( 118 ) | 


(who, whatever the party may think it 
prudent to diſavow, are too intimately 
connected with them in their preſent ap- 
plication, to be unacquainted with their 
real ſentiments and deſigns), that they do 
aſpire to the emoluments of the Church ; 
that they have further objects in their 
view than the repeal of the Teſt and 
Corporation Acts; that they wiſh, and 

will endeavour, the overthrow of the pre- 
ſent eſtabliſhment, to which they are 
declared enemies; and that. they want an 
eſtabliſhment of their own, more fa- 
« yourable to truth, and liberty, and 
* yirtue,” | 


That their ſentiments have undergone 
no change fince the time in which theſe 
views were divulged, is plain, from the 
whole language of Dr. Price's laſt Re- 

$5] volution 
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volution ſermon, and from the following 
paſſage, in which he takes care to keep 


up the alarm which he and his friend 
had ſpread through the nation. 


“ Tremble, all ye oppreſſors of the 
world! Take warning, 4 ye ſup- 
* porters of flaviſh governments, and fla- 
« viſh hierarchies! Call no more (ab- 
* ſurdly and wickedly) Reformation, 
Innovation: — you cannot now hold 
aa the world in darkneſs:—ſtruggle no 
longer againſt increaſing light and li- 
« berality: — reſtore to mankind their 
e rights, and conſent to the correction 
« of abuſes, before they and you are de- 
* froyed together. ** 


From 


o 
St. ns 
— 


— 


Dr. Price's Sermon, p. 31. 
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From ſach language as this, we can 
have very little reaſon to think that the 
fpirit of the Diſſenters, in the preſent 
day, is at all different from what it ever 
was. The opportunity ſeems only to 
be wanting; not merely f clip and 
e pare Prelacy,” but entirely to over- 
throw the preſent eſtabliſhment, and 
introduce the fame ſcenes of anarchy 
and confuſion, of which the laſt cen- 
tury has ſupplied us with ſuch ample 
ſpecimens; and from the ruins of the 
preſent to build up a Church which, 
whatever other ſects it might — 
would ſhew no fayour to ours. 


It cannot but have occurred to the ob- 
ſervation of thoſe who have much inter- 
courſe with the Diſſenters, with what 


„„ 


and confuſions of France, not as tending 
to reſtore the liberties which had been 
infringed (which every friend of liberty 
muſt rejoice to ſee), but as ſhaking off 
all authority, and leveling all diſtinctions. 
It looks as if thoſe leveling principles 
which, with the horrid inſtances of their 
effects, every lover of peace and man of 
feeling cannot but ſhudder to read of, 
were ſubjects of congratulation to them- 
ſelves, as affording a gleam of hope, that, 
however diſſimilar the condition of their 
own country, the populace, without 
conſidering that they are already as free 
and happy as they can be, might be 
induced, with the aid of a little cry of 
religious oppreſſion, to take part with 
them in effecting a revolution in this. 


R To 
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To a relation of Dr. Price's, a diffenting 
Miuiſter, not more ncarly related in kin- 
dred than in ſpirit, as his ſentiments ſhow, 
and who was in Paris at the time, to ſee 
« King dragged in ſubmiſſive triumph 
* by his conguering ſubjects, was one of 
ie thole appearances of grandeur which 
te ſellom riſe - in the proſpect of Human 
* affairs, and which, during the remain- 
4 der of his life, he ſhould Nabel with 
* wonder and gra: Hcation. * 


And in another letter to his uncle, he 
ſays, © the ſpirit of the people in this 
« place is inconceivably great, and hag 
** aboliſhed all the proud diſtinctions 
* which the King and the Nobles had 
« uſurped in their minds, — Whether 

cc they 


* 


* Letter in the 8 Sept. 14, 1789. 
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ee they talk of The King, the Nobles, or the 
« Prigſi, their whole language is that of 
« the oft enlightened and liberal amongſt 
© zhe Engliſh.”* 


Mr. de Lanjuinais, in a ſpeech in the 
National Aſſembly, F advanced, about the 
fame time, a poſition which I hope is not 
true, that tlie people of England, 
* whoſe conſtitution is ſo loudly boaſted 
* of, were anxious for the overthrow aad 
&© extintHoii of their Houſe of Lords ſpi- 
te ritual and temporal.” Whence he had 
his information, I cannot fay; but, if 
there be any whoſe with it is, the reader 
may be better able than myſelf to judge 

who they are. 
R 2 I will 


a Sh — _ a — 


—— nm — 


1 Gazetteer, Auguſt 13, 1780 
+ Id. September 14, 1789. 
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I will appeal but to one more autho- 
rity, to prove that the ſentiments of the 
Diſſenters are not more friendly to the 
eſtabliſhment than they were: and that 
is, to their preſent aſſociations, and the 
language of them; a language before ſuf- 
ficiently ſtrong, but of late much louder 
and plainer than at any former time, 
except the- time which we have been 
reviewing. 3 . 


The decided tone in which they 
ſpeak, ſeems as if they thought that pe- 
riod come, when we are, in a manner, 
2 compelled to grant their demands, to 
* avoid a greater evil, as if the revolu- 
tion in France had raiſed their expecta- 

| tions 


—— — 


Ea Reſolutions of the meeti ng of Proteſtant 
Diſſenters within the Middle Diſtrict of Lei- 
ceſter, Jan, 13, 1790. 1 
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tions and demands, and our only alterna- 


tive were to concede what they aſk, or 
feel the effect of their power. 


I know that, in the ſame breath that 
they ſpeak in this decided tone, they tell 
us that they have no ſuch intentzon as we 
fear. They profeſs to be friends to peace, 
and to. the conſtitution. But, do not 
their very aſſociations contradict the pro- 
feſſions that they make? Have they not 
a a tendency, in themſelves, to diſturb the 
public peace? If they were really the 
friends to the conſtitution that they pro- 
feſs, would they not bear ſome little ſhare 
of inconvenience, rather than riſk the 
peace of their country, by ſuch clamorous 
cries of oppreſſion, and ſuch aſſociations 
to obtain its redreſs ? 


(6126) 

No lover of peace, or friend to his 
country, can recolle& the aſſociation in 
1780, without trembling at the thought 
of calling forth again the paſſions of the 
people, and involving them in the tu- 
multuous ſtruggle into which their reli- 
gious prejudices may lead them. 


Not content with having twice laid 
theit complaints before the preſent Par- 
liament, nor ſatisfied with having re- 
courſe again to the ſame legal means of 
redrefs, counties combine together to 


exert their united ſtrength and puſh their 


demands; and, that they may come nearer 
to the example which France has ſet 
them, their united efforts are to centre 
in a National Meeting. The eve of a ge- 
neral eleQtion is choſen fir the fbgble, 
when the minds of the people are ſuffi- 
3 cĩentlyv 
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ciently averſe to the reſtraints of order 
and law, and their paſſions eafily fer- 
mented beyond the power of authority to 
repreſs them. Threats are held out by 
ſome, to intimidate their repreſentatives 
into a compliance with their demands: 
and of thoſe who affect to diſclaim the 
obligation of a teſt from others while 
they ſeek to be releaſed from one them+ 
ſelves, their repreſentatives know that the 
loſs of their ſupport will be the ſure con- 
ſequence of their voting againſt the re- 
peal. All theſe circumſtances, and the 
ſpirit that pervades the whole, do not 
look as if they were diſpoſed to truſt to 
the ſlow. proceſs of truth, and the quiet 
influence of reaſon and conviction, 


That the Church is in danger, is an lm 
that they laugh at our allowing to diſturb 
our 


j* a8 3 


our repoſe; but ſober, cautious people 
cannot help looking back to ſee what has 
endangered it, and looking forward to 
what again might do it. Dr. Prieſtley 
fays, Whatever miſchief any perſon 
« may intend to do me, I never think of 
| „ afing any precaution againſt him, if I 
© know that it is not in his power to 
| % execute his intentions. I confeſs, 
for myfelf, that I am more wary; that I 
cannot help endeavouring to guard againſt | 
probable, as well as actual danger; againſt 
the future, as well as the preſent. The 
whole is made up of parts; and, though 
each of the component parts may be too 
weak in itſelf to diſturb our repoſe, there 
is no knowing how ſoon, by little and 
little, the acquiſition of ſtrength may be 
| | | fuch 
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2 Letter to Mr. Pitt. 


CF. 
ſach as to give them 2 power too great 
to withſtand. 


If we atk the Diſſenters why Lol are 
afraid to admit the Roman Catholics into 
power—they will ſay, becauſe they are 
not to be truſted with power—they are 
enemies to our civil and religious liber - 
ties; and would, if they had ſtrength ſuf- 
ficient to effect it, extirpate ours, and re- 
eſtabliſh their own teligion in its place. 
For the ſame reaſon is it, that we fear to 
truſt the Diſſenters with power; they are 
enemies to our Church, and would, if 
they had ſtrength to do it, root out ours, 
and replace it with their own, 


But the Roman Catholics are intok- 
rant. And have not the Diſſenters proved 
themſelves the ſame? | | 

8 Yes 5 
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Ves; but the Roman Catholics are 
enemies to our civil, as well as to our re- 
ligious liberties. They will, perhaps, 
ſay otherwiſe themſelves, and bring their 
late revolution in the government of 
France, as a proof that they are not ſo. 
To the Diſſenters, who have ſeen with 
ſo much exultation their exertions in the 
cauſe of liberty, and allow them to be ſo 
much more enlightened than they were, 
they may appeal, and aſk if they are not 
equally entitled to civil honours or emo- 
luments with the mo favoured and bo- 
noured ſubjet? And on what ground 
the Diſſenters could refuſe their Oe 
I am at a loſs to conceive. 


we defend the excluſion of them, and of 
the Diſſenters too, on the ſame ground 
that _ are enemies to our Church, and 
would, 


6 
would, if they had power, make uſe of it 
to ſubvert the eſtabliſhed religion, and 


introduce their own. To us they appear, 
at preſent, leſs dangerous than the Diſ- 


ſenters: their number is not ſo great, nor 


do they declare with ſo much violence 


againſt the eſtabliſhed Church. On the 


contrary, it appears, from a paſſage which 
I have already quoted, to be the opinion, 


at leaſt of one of their writers, that a. 


« better eſtabliſhment England can never 


* enjoy.” But it is not on their . preſent 


numbers, or their profeſſions, that we can 
depend that they would not make uſe of 
power, if they had it, to ſtrengthen their 
cauſe, and reinſtate themſelyes. 


In Flanders, the ſame ſpirit of 1 
hath effected a revolution in government, 
without at all affecting the national reli- 
82 gion: 


oh 


( 132 ) 
gion: nay, that revolution in the civil 
government was brought about in ſup- 
port of, and by the means of, the eccle- 


ſiaſtical. 


It is one reaſon aſſigned in their mani- 
foo, for the ſteps which theſe Friends to 
liherty had taken for the recovery of their 
rights, that * the Emperor commenced 
&« the execution of his ſyſtem of Reform, 
« by the tolerance of Religions, while, 
*« according to our rights, the Catbolic, 
« Apoſtolic, and Roman Religion, is the 
« only one ſuffered in the country, and 
«© which was one of the reaſons that pre- 
*«« vented our forefathers from ſubmitting 
tec to the dominion of the Houſe of Auſ- 
< tria, during the reign of Philip the 
« Second,” | . 


. 


And theſe Patriots, inſtead of follow- 
ing the example of Che Patriots in France, 
in plundering the Church of its property 
and rights, without even the formality 
of juſtice, complain of the Emperor for 
having himſelf done ſo, and make it one 
of the reaſons of their reſiſtance, that 
er their effects were ſeized, the temples 
* converted into ſtables, the filver and 
« facred vaſes carried to the mint, and 
e the wreck of all the pious houſes 
*« formed a gulph which abſorbed all 
* under the ridiculous and hypocritical 
« title of Caiſſe de Religion, at the * 
5 poſal of government.” 


What will the Diſſenters ſay to theſe 
ſtrong attachments to the Church of 
Rome, in theſe ſame enlightened times ? 
amen 8 zeal for liberty does not, they ſee, 
always 


| ( 236 ) 
always operate to the extinction of their 
zeal for religion, or their wiſh to preſerve, 


and even to extend, their own. 


Even in France, the fir/t-born ſons of 
Freedom may have ſome attachment left 
to their own religion, and ſome wiſh ſtill 
to make converts to the Holy and Apo- 
ſtolic Church of Rome. If we diſtin- 
guiſh between an aſſembly of men who 
are perhaps alike indifferent to all reli- 
gions, and attached to none, and the ma- 
Jority of the people whom we have yet 
ſeen no reaſon to ſuſpect of leſs attach- 
ment to their Church than before; per- 
haps we have not much reaſon, from 
their ſtruggle for their civil, to ſuppoſe 
they will not at length wiſh to reſtrain 
religious, liberty. 


Suppoſe, 


(I 


Suppoſe, though the National Aſſfem- 
bly ſhould have no religion at all, or no 
great zeal for their own, Roman Catho- 
lics in general, even in that country, and 
without much doubt in others, ſhould 
{till retain all their partiality and their 
prejudices for their religion, and think it 
their duty to propagate and ſpread it 
as much as poſſible, for the glory of 
God, and the good of ſouls; to carry it 
into other countries, or re-eſtabliſh it in 
this—are- thoſe men to be truſted with 
the power to do it? The Diſſenters will 
fay, No. Why then the Diſſenters ? 
For have they not the ſame partiality and 
attachment to theirs? the ſame deſire 
to extend, and to eſtabliſh it as the Ca- 
tholics? Each have ſhown the defire, 
and each again might do it, when 


Ha th Diaet with equal” 
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zeal, have greater power and probability 
af ſucceſs; their numbers are much more 
formidable than the Catholics ; and they 
have declared, in the moſt unequivocal 


terms, their S to ee 


. 


3 their een ichen, there are Diſ- 


enters who with to ſee their own re- 


* Hgion ſubſtituted for that which is 
« eſtabliſhed.” ' And what ſecurity. can 
wr have, that this would not be the at- 


tempt ef thoſe who now only wiſh to 


<< ſes all unjuſt preferences, on account 


Hef modes of faith and worſhip, abo- 


« liſhed?” 


Conſcience, 
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Conſcience, liberty, and the rights of 
men, we know, have been made the pre- 


text to cover all the latent deſigns which 
the moſt apprehenſive can ſuſpect at pre- 
ſent. It is not the character of the Church 
of England to be ſuſpicious; but having 
ſmarted under the rod of oppreſſion, ha- 
ving been once trodden under foot, and 
refuſed the toleration which ſhe grants, 
it would be a careleſs ſecurity indeed, not 
to uſe the precautions which prudence 
points out, and Providence hath put in 
her power, to avoid the return of dan- 


ger. 


Such is the liberality of the members 
of the eſtabliſhed Church, that it is with 
reluctance that they come forward to 


oppole the meaſures of the Diſſenters. 
T They 


— — W ne I Ie no = GENS SIO — 


( 140 ) 

They would willingly believe that they 
mean nothing hoſtile to the preſent eſta- 
bliſhment;—that their motives are con- 
ſcientious and pure: but their language 
and their meaſures force them to enter- 
tain ſuſpicions of their deſigns. They 
fee their hoſtility is not abated ; that their 
zeal for their own, and their enmity to 
the national religion, are as great as ever; 
and that the conſequences would be the 
fame, if they ſhould gain the power which 
they want. ; 


The moderation of the friends to the 
eſtabliſhed Church, inſtead of appeaſing 
the heat and conciliatin g the affections 
of the Diſſenters, hath only ſerved to 
ſtrengthen their demands: their ſilence 
has been brought as a proof of their in- 

hs | ſincerity, _ 
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fincerity, and their want of attachment 
to their Church. They have been re- 
luctantly called upon to declare theit 
ſentiments; to oppoſe the further pro- 
greſs of a ſpirit which they conceive to 
be dangerous to the peace, and ſubver= 
five of the liberties, of their country; 
to declare themſelves the friends of 
toleration in its largeſt extent, and to 
give their decided opinion that the Diſ- 
ſenters already have that toleration com- 
plete. 


As far as religion and the rights 
of conſcience are concerned, the Diſ- 
ſenters have all the liberty they can 
have. The moderate part of them are 
perfectly fatisfied; and, knowing the 
advantages they enjoy at preſent, they 


have 
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have juſt and reaſonable fears of riſking 
their liberty, by n the power 
into other hands. 


The more zealous of them, and in par- 
ticular their miniſters, inſtead of keeping 
alive a ſpirit of _ diſcontent among their 
people, and ſpreading diſcord and di- 
viſions through the nation, would be 
better employed in uſing the liberty 
which they have to preach the Goſpel, 
and ſpread the principles of truth and 
virtue within their reſpective ſpheres, 
Here their exertions can have no ob- 
ſtructions; and the depraved morals of 
the people will afford full employment 
for all their abilities and zeal. Let them 
do this, and they will make the beſt re- 
turn to Providence for the bleſſings they 


enj OY s 


1 
| enjoy. Their country will reap the ad- 
vantage of their labours, and will have 
reaſon to think them the peaceable, boyal, 
and good ſubjefts they profeſs themſelves 
to be, f 


THE END. 


